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General Fund Budget 2017/18 
 
I am writing to let you know that I have published a draft budget for the City Council in 2017/18.  
The budget can be found on my website (citymayor.leicester.gov.uk). 
 
As you will be aware, we are in the middle of the most severe period of Government cutbacks we 
have ever experienced.  Since austerity started in 2010/11, our grant from the Government has 
fallen by over £100m.  Our budget is expected to be £80m less in 2019/20 than it was in 2010/11, 
but this does not tell the whole story because of the extra money we have had to set aside for 
adults’ and children’s social care.  In real terms, I believe we will be spending 70% less on all our 
other services in 2019 than we were in 2010.  Whilst we are trying to do everything we can to 
promote efficiency, this level of cuts is inevitably leading to serious and unwelcome cuts to 
services. 
 
Our approach to achieving savings is the “Spending Review Programme”.  This consists of 
reviews of individual services, each with their own terms of reference.  Consultation with service 
users and key partners takes place as necessary during these reviews.  Due to this approach, you 
will not find any lists of savings proposed for approval as part of the draft budget.  The budget is 
best seen as a snapshot at a point in time, and a proposal with regard to council tax. 
 
As a representative of a key constituency of interest, I would welcome any comments you might 
have on the Council’s budget. 
 
The Council will consider the budget on 22nd February, 2017.  It would be helpful to receive any 
comments you might have by 29th January please. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sir Peter Soulsby 
City Mayor 


