
CASTLE HILL COUNTRY PARK 

CASTLE HILL 

EARTHWORKS 

A Friends of Group for Castle Hill Country 

Park (FoCHCP) was established in 2008.  

There is also a Park’s User Group, estab-

lished by Parks Services, which meets on a 

regular basis.   

If you are interested in becoming involved in 

the conservation of this site, and the on-going 

development of Castle Hill Park generally, 

please contact either Parks Services or the 

Friends of Group.   

Castle Hill Archaeology Group (CHAP) was 

established in 2014 with view to involving the 

local community in the on-going research, 

conservation, interpretation and promotion of 

the Park’s archaeological/historic heritage. 

The Castle Hill Earthworks is a Scheduled 

Ancient Monument and protected by law.  

FoCHCP - email: fochcp@aol.com 

CHAP - Robin Matthewman  

email: robinandbren@ntlworld.com 

THE FRIENDS OF CASTLE HILL 

COUNTRY PARK 

CASTLE HILL COUNTRY PARK 

0116 454 1003 

Park Services Tel: 0116 4541003 

email: parks@leicester.gov.uk 
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CASTLE HILL COUNTRY PARK 

The ‘Castle Hill’ earthworks are located to the 

north of Astill Lodge Road, Beaumont Leys.  

This site, contrary to local tradition, is not an 

old castle site.  Rather it comprises a ditched 

and banked enclosure containing the remains 

of a Preceptory, a monastic complex formerly 

belonging to the Knights Hospitallers. The 

Hospitallers were—A medieval military order 

who were present at Beaumont Leys  from 

around 1240—1482. 

Preceptorys, like other monastic sites, con-

tained buildings designed to provide for the 

monk’s domestic and religious requirements, 

with in addition, a hospice accommodation for 

travellers and pil-

grims.  

This particular site 

most probably func-

tioned as a monas-

tic grange or sheep 

farm, the receipts 

from  which funded 

the Knights Hospi-

taller’s campaigns in 

the Holy Lands. 

The surviving earthworks are difficult to interpret owing to 

past disturbance associated with the Beaumont Leys 

sewage irrigation farm (1895—1964). First recorded  in 

1891,the site has never been excavated— Though 

Leicester University’s Archaeological Department have 

undertaken some field work . 

 

The Preceptory is situated within a rectangular enclosure 

c. 160 x 120m in overall dimension, surrounded by a 

bank up to 1.5m high and a ditch surviving in places 

0.5m deep. Being an agricultural complex, the barns, 

workshops and ancillary buildings may have been built 

around the perimeter of the enclosure forming an outer 

courtyard, with an inner court containing the main hall, 

chambers and chapel.  

Today,  the remains of the banks, ditches and a couple 

of circular mounds may be determined on the ground. 

A PRECEPTORY OF THE KNIGTS 

HOSPITALLER 

A stream situated to the west of the Preceptory 

was dammed to the north to form a large fish-

pond. The dam measured over 100m long, is up 

to 3m high and 8m wide. A central breach in the 

dam marks the site of a former sluice gate. The 

deep ditch located to the west of the fishpond 

represents an artificial by-pass channel. The 

original feeder channel to the fishpond can be 

seen as a discolouration in the vegetation south 

of the pond.  

The ‘island’ in the pond is most likely associated 

with a circular-shaped livestock pond that was 

probably dug out in the 17th Century. 

This marshy 

pond is 

marked by 

reeds, and  

occasionally  

still holds 

water. 
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