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Introduction
It is now two years since we launched Leicester’s
Climate Change Programme of Action. In 2012
in setting out this ambitious plan we reaffirmed
Leicester’s commitment to sustainability and to
tackling climate change.
Work over these past two years illustrates how
seriously the City Council and our partners across
the city takes this responsibility. Around the city we
see new street lighting as part of a major investment
to reduce energy use. The City Council’s office
accommodation is becoming more energy efficient
and other public sector and private sector partners
are working hard to reduce energy use.
Promoting sustainable transport remains a key priority
in our plans with investment to improve cycling
facilities and public transport. We are also working
to help residents improve the energy efficiency of
their homes and to get lower energy bills.

Over the past year the rising cost of gas and
electricity, together with flooding elsewhere in
the country, has often been in the headlines. This
highlights the importance of Leicester’s Climate
Change Programme of Action. Leicester continues
to be one of the top cities investing and engaging
with people to reduce flood risk and invest in carbon
reduction to address climate Change.

Cllr Rory Palmer
Deputy City Mayor with executive
responsibility for climate change
and public health

This year, working with the Leicester and Leicestershire
Enterprise Council, we will be developing a
new programme to help businesses reduce their
energy and carbon use. We also look forward
to a continuation of the energy efficiency and
renewable energy project on homes, work to reduce
air pollution, improve waste recycling and reduce
transport related emissions. I encourage you to read
the new programme of action and get involved.

Professor Paul Fleming
Chair of the Environmental Experts
Group of the City Partnership
and Director of Sustainable
Development at De Montfort
University
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Last year’s programme saw significant investment in
our educational facilities, with Leicester’s Universities,
sixth form colleges and secondary schools all
completing their actions successfully. This year, we
welcome a significant number of new partners to the
programme.

In launching our Climate Change Programme of
Action in 2012 I said that no single organisation can
make Leicester a low carbon city. That remains true
today and I want to thank all our partners who have
signed up to support this plan, sharing in our vision
to make Leicester a low carbon city. We look forward
to working together in the coming years to address
the challenges of climate change and strengthen
Leicester’s reputation regionally, nationally and
internationally as a city that takes its responsibility to
future generations seriously.
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About this document
Leicester’s first Climate Change Programme of
Action was launched in September 2012, setting
out the milestones we want to achieve by 2015 and
detailing the first set of actions. Since then, we have
made excellent progress and this document is now
Leicester’s third programme of action.
This will highlight the key successes we have made in
the last 12 months and will set out the action plan we
expect to deliver in the coming year. These actions
have been developed by a combination of public
organisations, local businesses, community groups
and educational establishments across the city,
and illustrate the wide variety of activities that will
contribute to lowering the city wide carbon footprint.

At the end of this document is a list of all the
organisations who have contributed and pledged
their support to the programme. Over the years
we have recognised that by working in partnership
with key organisations we will be able to tackle the
immense issue that is climate change. Since the first
document was published, the number of supporting
organisations has increased, demonstrating the
progress we are making.
For those who wish to see more of the detail involved
with lowering the city’s environmental impact, we
have also produced a technical appendix which
provides information on our carbon footprint, targets
and the key steps that will help to move Leicester
to a low carbon economy. A link to the technical
appendix can be found on the ‘Find out more’ page
at the end of the document.

Staff at De Montfort University attending their
Green Impact Award ceremony
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Themes
If we are to tackle climate change, we need to look at many different aspects of life in Leicester – both as
individuals and as organisations.
So, not surprisingly, there are many links between the actions outlined in this document and other action plans
being developed by the City Mayor’s administration. For example, by encouraging businesses to adopt energyefficient processes and reduce waste we can increase business efficiency and promote a healthy economy.
Likewise, by encouraging people to walk more, we can help to promote the health benefits of an active lifestyle.
Listed below are the themes that relate to the broad approach being taken by the City Mayor and his executive
team. Each of the colour-coded actions listed on the following pages contributes to achieving at least one of these
wider themes.

A strong and democratic council
Only with strong leadership and a long-term strategic vision will we be able to deliver huge cuts in carbon,
as well as ensuring that the city is resilient and prepared for the inevitable future effects of climate change.

Leicester: a place to do business
A strong, vibrant economy in Leicester is one where businesses use energy and resources efficiently and
where we have all taken steps to ensure we are resilient to the future impacts of climate change. We
also need an economy where innovative environmental technologies are supported and green sector
companies are encouraged to expand.

Our neighbourhoods and communities
Leicester’s neighbourhoods can demonstrate sustainability on a practical level – and we can support our
citizens in adopting sustainable lifestyles by providing better transport options, green space, community
centres and opportunities to grow food locally.

Getting about in Leicester
Leicester actively supports cycling and walking as well as improvements to public transport that will allow
people better access to different parts of the city.

Leicester: a healthy and active city
We are encouraging our citizens to adopt more active and healthy lifestyles by cycling and walking
more and by growing more food locally. Improving our green spaces and reducing the numbers of cars
travelling into and through Leicester will result in better air quality in the city.

Our children and young people
Leicester has a young population and the impact of climate change will be felt even more keenly by this –
and future – generations. So we are educating and involving our young people in climate change issues so
they can take an active role in developing and implementing solutions to the challenges ahead.

The built and natural environment around us in Leicester
We need to improve the energy efficiency of existing buildings as well as creating renewable energy
options. We also want to see new developments designed and constructed so that they operate with
minimum energy requirements and are resilient to climate change. Our natural environment can also help
us to build resilience to climate change.

Providing Care and Support
Within the provision of care and support for our young and old in the city, we will consider efficient use
of resources and how these services can be delivered in a sustainable manner. As people exercise more
choice over their own provision of care we will seek to raise awareness about how energy efficiency and
sustainable transport can be maximised.
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Achievements
(the story so far…)

In the past 12 months there are a number of areas
where we have made good progress in reducing our
carbon and increasing our resilience.
The education sector has delivered key projects this
year. Two Carbon 60 Schools have opened; the
new Crown Hills Community College and the City
of Leicester College, both of which use 60% less
energy than 2002 building regulations require. The
new sports complex at Regents College has been
completed, incorporating low carbon technology
such as air source heat pumps and solar panels. De
Montfort University have also installed solar panels
and the University of Leicester has started work on
its new Centre for Medicine, the UKs first ever higher
education passivhaus development.
Major carbon savings are being made with the
relocation of City Council staff from New Walk Centre
to City Hall. In addition to reducing unnecessary
floor space, this new workspace utilises low energy
technology including photovoltaic installation, LED
lighting and connection to the district energy scheme.
The new food hall at Leicester Market, which opened
in May, has been built to high environmental
standards using only sustainable timber.
An interactive map has been developed for Leicester,
identifying locations in the city such as these,
using renewable energy systems and low carbon
technology (see page 23).
Citywide we have started a 3 year programme
to replace 33,000 sodium street lights with more
energy efficient LEDs. This £14 million project, once
completed, will reduce energy use from street lights
by 55%.

Transport Infrastructure has been completed to
support sustainable travel, including works on
cycleways and the Aylestone bus corridor which
has seen over £5 million investment. Personalised
travel planning has encouraged people out of their
cars and onto the local bus network, and buses are
benefitting from new and improved bus lanes with
reductions in journey times.
As well as changing the city’s built environment,
behavioural change is critical to deliver our reduction
targets. Over the last 12 months the partners
involved in the programme have engaged over
40,000 people in a range of events, festivals and
environmental campaigns in order to encourage this
type of behavioural change across the city. A Food
and Drink Charter has also been implemented within
our Food Plan, providing information and advice on
how opting for more local food produce can make a
big saving on our environmental impact.
In addition to reducing our emissions, we have a
programme for adapting to the effects of climate
change that the city is already experiencing. Flooding
in particular is a large risk to Leicester, and therefore
much effort has been invested into a number of large
projects which will have a real effect on reducing
this risk across the city. We have replaced 500 old
Victorian highway gullies with modern replacements,
a project totalling £300,000, in order to reduce the
risk of flooding. In addition, a further £15 million has
been secured for funding more flood defences across
the city in the coming years, with specific projects
to be set out in our Local Flood Risk Management
Strategy. We have also engaged with the public,
raising awareness of flooding and providing
information on how households in high risk areas
such as Tudor Road and Woodgate Areas can deal
with a flood event.
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The proposed development of Friars Mill will have solar PVs
and air source heat pumps

In the next year as a city we will…….
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Make new connections to the District Heating
Scheme, potentially saving 280 tonnes of
carbon per year, and work to decarbonise
the scheme by increasing the proportion of
renewable content
Deliver the planned programme of carbon
reduction for all remaining schools in the
Building Schools for the Future Programme

Deliver the programme of replacing traffic
signals at 129 sites around Leicester with
more efficient LEDs, saving approximately
361 tonnes of carbon
Replace a further 11,000 sodium street
lights with energy efficient LED luminaires,
reducing energy consumption by 55% and
also reducing the carbon footprint of annual
routine maintenance due to the lifespan of the
LEDs being five times longer
Trial 10,000 LED coloured lamps for this
coming Diwali and Christmas decorative
lights in the city, saving 19 tonnes of CO2

Replace a further 300 illuminated traffic
bollards and 250 sign units around the city
with reflective ones in order to save over 50
tonnes of CO2

7.

Investigate the installation of LED lighting at
LCB Depot, which would deliver both energy
and carbon savings

8.

Procure a contract to install large scale solar
PV panels on a minimum of 2 sites in the city

9.

Offer 5 Leicester City Council sites as a
potential investment for renewable energy
technology as part of the Community Energy
Project

10.

Install energy efficient lighting controls to both
Highcross shopping centre car parks and LED
lighting to its 24 hour access routes

11.

Improve the heating system at Highcross
shopping centre to increase heat input from
solar energy which will be used for hot water
in the public washroom facilities

12.

Complete the 3 year programme of converting
the exhibition at the National Space Centre to
LED and low energy lighting

13.

Convert the planetarium at the National Space
Centre, the largest in the UK, to all LED cove
and Zenith lighting

14.

Invest £500,000 on lighting improvements on
corporate buildings through the Energy Cost
Reduction Fund

A strong and democratic council
Leicester: a place to do business
Our neighbourhoods and communities
Getting about in Leicester
Leicester: a healthy and active city
Our children and young people
The built and natural environment around us in Leicester
Providing Care and Support

7

8

The National Space Centre is entering the 3rd year of its programme
to convert the lighting in its exhibition to more energy efficient LEDs

15.

Replace windows at Regent College to improve
energy efficiency of the main building

16.

Investigate the expansion of PV panels on the
new sports complex at Regent College

17.

Replace existing light fittings around Regent
College with more efficient LEDs in partnership
with Lowe Electrical

18.

Meet a further 7.5% reduction in energy
consumption at Leicester College

19.

Replace any future refurbishments at Leicester
College with energy saving measures such as
LED lights

20.

Implement a scheme to reduce energy waste at
Leicester College, including limiting classes to
certain floors at quieter periods, create signs
giving tips on how to use classrooms more
efficiently, and automatically shutting down
computers at certain times to ensure none are
left on unnecessarily

21.

Start a 2 year initiative to engage schools in
the Eco-Schools programme

22.

Expand the number of electric vehicles in the
vehicle fleet at the University of Leicester

23.

Run the Green Impact and Student Switch
Off campaigns at De Montfort University to
encourage both staff and students to reduce
their energy wastage

24.

Provide local businesses with grants of
up to £5,000 to put towards sustainable
transport methods for staff such as
pool bike systems and shuttle buses

25.

Improve clothes drying facilities on site
at Highcross to encourage staff to travel
sustainably to work in order to reduce car
emissions

26.

Engage 100 small businesses with the local
charity B-Inspired, providing staff cycle training
and advice on how to reduce business travel
by car

27.

Involve 40,000 employees through the Large
Employers Engagement Programme, running
travel roadshows to encourage behavioural
change

28.

Communicate with staff, visitors and incoming
artists at Curve theatre regarding their
environmental impact, through
running
workshops for staff, improved use of the
website and social media to encourage
sustainable travel to the venue, updating the
welcome packs and improving dressing room
signage

A strong and democratic council
Leicester: a place to do business
Our neighbourhoods and communities
Getting about in Leicester
Leicester: a healthy and active city
Our children and young people
The built and natural environment around us in Leicester
Providing Care and Support
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DOCK is a low energy workspace with a bike pooling scheme and
car charging point to encourage sustainable travel to tenants

29.

Host a number of green events at Curve
theatre throughout the year including National
Recycling Week by promoting recycling to
both staff and visitors, and Earth Hour

30.

Invest a further £150,000 in upgrading the
waylighting around housing developments in
Leicester to LED technology

31.

Complete the final year of the SAP 75 Initiative,
fitting internal wall insulation in the 20 least
efficient council homes

32.

Further to plans in South Braunstone, install
solid wall insulations to 166 properties
through ECO funding

33.

Invest £200,000 into a fund for central heating
improvements on demand, in order to improve
energy efficiency of council housing stock

34.

35.

Install more energy efficient measures at
Evington Park House, such as upgrading the
loft insulation and windows

36.

Involve over 2,000 participants in a planned
programme of free led-rides in the city led by
qualified ride leaders

37.

Increase the number of 20mph zones across
Leicester, creating a safer environment for
both cycling and walking

38.

Promote and involve a further 750 people with
the Leicester Sustainable Travel Challenge,
providing an incentive for cycling and walking

39.

Sign up a further 1,500 people to
Leicestershare, a car sharing scheme aiming
to reduce the number of single occupancy
vehicles in the city

40.

Continue to increase the number of children
walking and cycling to school through the
Walk to School and Bike It programmes,
further to the 16.7% overall increase achieved
last year

41.

Involve over 300 people with led walks
through the Get Walking Keep Walking
Campaign, run by the Ramblers Association,
and distribute over 1,500 information packs
to provide route information and encourage
walking

42.

Engage 1,500 adults with the national cycling
charity CTC and provide cycle training for
over 700 people

Involve over 25,000 people in organised
cycling activity events through our Summer of
Cycling programme. This will include the Ride
Leicester Festival which will have the Castle
Classic race and family-friendly Sky Ride

A strong and democratic council
Leicester: a place to do business
Our neighbourhoods and communities
Getting about in Leicester
Leicester: a healthy and active city
Our children and young people
The built and natural environment around us in Leicester
Providing Care and Support
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There has been a great response to the new Indoor Market
which was built from sustainable timber

43.

Continue to run Cycleworks bicycle
maintenance course at the Adult Education
Centre (with Future Cycles)

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

Deliver a project similar to the ongoing retrofit
of Arriva buses, retrofitting 5 Centrebus
buses with equipment to reduce nitrogen
oxide pollution and carbon dioxide emissions

Open the Greener Safer Driving Course to the
public to reduce the CO2 output of vehicles
in the city and promote a safer driving style

49.

Include Ride Leicester mobile bike park at all
major public festivals to encourage cycling
and other forms of active travel to and from
events

Continue to develop the OneCard to provide
commercial bus ticketing, including multi
operator tickets, and use for access to other
Council services such as leisure centres and
libraries

50.

Continue to provide real time data for bus users
to improve both passenger information and
punctuality of buses in the city, and in doing
so increase confidence in public transport and
encourage bus travel

51.

Adopt a new 10 year Cycle City Action Plan
that will help to establish Leicester as a leading
cycling friendly city

52.

Identify funding to develop a number of Travel
Plan Strategies for redevelopments around
Leicester, including the New Walk Centre
building, Abbey Meadows and Waterside
Park

Conduct Travel Training for users of Adult
and Social Care services to help use public
transport or walk independently without
reliance on in-house transport
Include requirements to promote sustainable
methods of transport such as walking and
cycling in the new and re-commissioned
Public Health services and programmes for
encouraging healthy lifestyles. Services will
include Adult Weight Management, Heathy
Eating in Schools and the Healthy Lifestyles
Hub

A strong and democratic council
Leicester: a place to do business
Our neighbourhoods and communities
Getting about in Leicester
Leicester: a healthy and active city
Our children and young people
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Trees that are thinned out during maintenance of the mature trees at
Castle Hill Country Park are recycled to produce charcoal using a
mobile kiln during this week long event

53.

Implement findings from research with De
Montfort university, using smartphones
and half hourly data to encourage energy
reductions

54.

Complete the Air Quality Action Plan which
will suggest improvements in public transport,
freight emissions and behavioural change

55.

Rationalise and reduce the number of fleet
vehicles run by the council by 2.5%

56.

Secure funding to complete an Area Wide
Travel Plan for the creative industries in the
Cultural Quarter to promote car sharing,
cycling and cut congestion

57.

Develop designs for Leicester North West
Major Transport Scheme to improve access for
public transport, cycling and walking

58.

Develop a new office waste recycling scheme
for council buildings which will involve
materials being separated at source to increase
efficiency, and the amount of recycling to be
monitored

59.

60.

Install a combination of measures that will
improve the energy performance of the 10
least efficient primary schools

61.

Introduce cut off switch technology at the
Chamber of Commerce Leicester office to
ensure all unnecessary energy consumption
outside of normal working hours is eliminated

62.

Continue to map the use of low carbon
technology on to the renewables map of
Leicester and expand on the individual case
studies

63.

Continue progressing with the environmental
action plan at Leicester Outdoor Pursuits
Centre with the goal of achieving Eco Centre
status, including actions to review and
improve insulation on hot water cylinders and
pipes around the Centre to reduce losses,
and replacing the remaining single glazed
windows in the buildings

64.

Carry out a full waste audit at LOROS Hospice
to show where reductions can be made in the
amount of waste going to landfill

Encourage recycling to event organisers
throughout Leicester and reduce the use of
generators used on site at festivals to minimise
energy consumption

A strong and democratic council
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Pupils are enjoying their new school space which has been designed to
allow lots of natural light so that lights are not constantly in use

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

Review opportunities to make further carbon
savings from council accommodation following
the completion of the move from New Walk
Centre with property instigating a programme
of reviewing and challenging all operational
occupation, categorising buildings on service,
economic and environmental sustainability

71.

Continue with the
Fletcher Building at
which will have a
and will create new

72.

Upgrade the heating in the Goldsmith Stand
at Tigers Stadium with more energy efficient
timers to reduce energy wastage

Complete the construction of the UK’s first
higher education Passivhaus development for
the new Centre for Medicine at the University
of Leicester

73.

Replace the Clubhouse Stand at Tigers
Stadium, with a new stand to include solar
panels, upgraded heating and a rainwater
harvesting system

Develop a rainfall gauging project to provide
empirical data to verify models and risks
posed by severe weather events, improving
the accuracy of our flood management

74.

Complete the redevelopment of Friars Mill to
high environmental standards, including the
installation of solar PV panels and air source
heat pumps

Deliver a series of improvements along the
River Soar to ensure the smooth running of the
river and reduce flood risk to 2,000 nearby
properties

75.

Continue to engage with the community and
local businesses providing useful information
and advice on flooding

76.

Develop projects which will minimise flood
risk across the city by improving highway
drainage, looking at ways to address flooding
from watercourses, creating wetlands and
enhancing biodiversity

Complete the development of the Leicester
Food Park to include a range of environmental
measures including the installation of PV
panels
Start development of the eco housing project
at Saffron Acres, which will create 68 new
energy efficient homes to Passivhaus standards

redevelopment of the
De Montfort University
high energy efficiency
community green space
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A flood risk kiosk providing information to the public
on how to protect against flooding

77.

78.

79.

80.

Host a number of training events throughout
the year on sustainable urban drainage, both
within the council and to developers in the city
to encourage water management methods
which will reduce flash flooding and damage
to the environment
Develop a detailed Tree Strategy for
Leicester which will consider carbon storage,
biodiversity and air quality
Achieve at least 35,000 hours of volunteer
work in our parks and green spaces across
the city, benefitting both the environment and
mental and physical health
Achieve the WWF Sustainable Timber “Silver
Pledge” and only purchase timber from
sustainably managed, legal sources

81.

Make improvements and enhancements to a
number of wetlands, meadows and woodland
areas across the city, including Abbey
Meadows, Aylestone Meadows and Willow
Brook, through a number of different projects

82.

Develop a thorough Allotment Strategy which
sets out a target of increasing provision by an
area of 4,000m2 and investigates research
that smaller plots produce higher yields

83.

Plant trees to make the car park at Tigers
Stadium more attractive to visitors, and in
doing so increase carbon storage

84.

Initiate a programme involving the greening
of brownfield sites, starting with planting
wildflowers at a factory site on Groby Road

85.

Replace the trees that were lost with the
construction of the sports complex at Regent
College with 10 fold more

86.

Rejuvenate the pond and plant 800 trees at
Saffron Acres to increase biodiversity in the
area

87.

Run a second Charcoal event at Castle Hill
Country Park to create locally produced
charcoal for use over the barbeque
season, making use of and recycling the
wood from tree maintenance works, and
offering charcoal with a much lower carbon
footprint than the supermarket alternative

88.

Involve more volunteers at Leicester Outdoor
Pursuits Centre in litter picking events along
the River Soar in order to remove the risk
to wildlife and improve local surroundings,
building on the 225 bin bags collected last
year
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Volunteers attending the Environment Day at Abbey Park and Abbey
Meadows remove the invasive Himalayan Balsam from the river bank

89.

Plant a wildflower meadow at St Marys
Triangle to encourage bees and other
pollinating insects, through Leicester Friends
of the Earth

90.

Create a scrumping ground through the Saffron
Acres project to encourage local people to eat
locally grown food produce

91.

92.

93.

94.

Provide healthy eating education sessions in
children’s centres, early years settings and
schools, that will cover food sustainability
issues (such as reducing food miles and
welfare standards), how to minimise food
wastage and food growing activities
Invest £40,000 to support Community
Growing Schemes, including developing bids
for growing and food preparation, with a
focus on reducing food miles and food waste

Increase the number of community groups in
Leicester supported by FareShare, and supply
an even larger amount of surplus food, in
order to both reduce food waste and eliminate
food poverty
Host the annual Bioblitz campaign, a fun
family event, encouraging knowledge and
interest in local biodiversity

95.

Run a number of Environment Days at varying
locations in the city, where volunteers can
assist in practical conservation methods such
as clearing and planting to encourage wildlife
and biodiversity

96.

Run the annual Riverside festival, which
includes an eco-village where people can take
part in local craft workshops and learn about
sustainable living from local environmental
organisations

97.

Encourage more organisations to pledge their
support to the Climate Change Programme of
Action

98.

Continue to run the annual Greenlight festival,
and deliver this in a new format for 2015

99.

Host a number of Open House events in
eco houses around Leicester, demonstrating
different energy efficient measures to the
public

100. Host the annual Green Film Festival at Phoenix
Cinema to raise awareness of environmental
issues resulting from climate change and
encourage behavioural change

A strong and democratic council
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By 2015, we will…
be generating 5 megawatts of electricity from the Leicester district energy scheme
have delivered our design targets for carbon dioxide emissions in the Building Schools
for the Future programme
have held a Low Carbon Summit for Leicester’s business community
have an established Business Green Deal partnership delivering energy improvements
to businesses
have used our collective influence to facilitate the SMART grid across the city
have an established and active Green Deal partnership that will be delivering
improvements to home energy
have homes built at Ashton Green as a minimum to the government’s code level 4
for carbon emissions, with some exemplar properties built to considerably higher
standards
have increased bus patronage to 43 million for the central Leicestershire area
be promoting research and action in-to alternatively fuelled vehicles
have reduced the number of single occupancy vehicles commuting into the city to less
than 50%
have halved street lighting emissions to around 5,000 tonnes of CO2, compared to the
2008/9 baseline figure
have 70 businesses using travel plans within the central transport zone
be working towards a higher household waste recycling target
be investigating ways of reducing business and industry waste and improving material
and energy efficiency
have increased land under food production in the city
have a Leicester tree strategy in place to manage the city’s tree canopy
be implementing a flood risk management strategy and an agreed programme of flood
risk management projects
have wider community awareness and improved understanding of the impact of
climate change in Leicester
be delivering a partnership communications programme on climate change
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Find out more about how you can join us
Organisations and individuals are invited to get more involved and to pledge their support to this plan by
following the online links below or by contacting the Environment Team at Leicester City Council.
Tel: 0116

454 2110

Email: environment@leicester.gov.uk
Greener Leicester website: www.leicester.gov.uk/greenerleicester
Further information in support of this document, is contained in the Technical Appendix (September
2012) found here:

http://ow.ly/BYVwN
Our renewable and low carbon energy map of the city can be found here:

http://ow.ly/ABxPv

Children learning about local wildlife at the Bioblitz event
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The following organisations have already pledged their support to the plan…
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