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Introduction 
 

The SDSA was commissioned by The Mighty Creatives to deliver the following: 

 a planning meeting, or meetings, with children and young people’s representatives, their 

support staff and representatives from Leicester City Council and the Illuminating Culture 

Programme Board to inform the planning and delivery of a Youth and Culture Summit 

 effective liaison with key stakeholders to ensure the consultation, summit and report are 

focussed on their needs 

 a large-scale Youth and Culture Summit before the end of the academic year 2013/14, seeking 

children and young people’s creative ideas and opinions for the forward development of the 

Illuminating Culture programme and Story of Leicester strategy, including all event promotion, 

management and safeguarding responsibilities 

 a written report of the detailed consultation findings and recommendations from the Youth and 

Culture Summit, evaluation of the summit framework and recommendations for future 

engagement with children and young people’s representatives on these themes. 

 

The purpose of this report is to meet the requirements of the fourth bullet point.  
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The Task 
 

During preliminary discussions between Richard Clark and Alan Curtis regarding how to maximise 

children and young people’s awareness of and involvement in Illuminating Culture and The Story of 

Leicester, it was decided that the best way to do this would be through an event based on the model 

that had been previously developed to run a Safeguarding Summit in October 2013 on behalf of the 

Leicester Safeguarding Children Board. For this, an informal Federation of children and young people’s 

forums and councils had been created based on adult representatives from the following:                                                                                                               

 The Children’s Council  

 The Young People’s Council  

 The Big Mouth Forum  

 The Children in Care Council 

Details about these can be found in the appendices under A. 

Children and young people from these groups worked with the adults to create and deliver the summit, 

an innovative and exciting development.   

The success of this summit led to an enthusiasm and desire for more partnership working between the 

participation groups.  
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The planning process 

The summit had to be delivered before the end of the summer term – schools closed on Friday 11th July. 

Choosing a date had to take into account that GCSE, AS and A level exams were taking place until the 

end of June; schools would be running end of term activities and trips during the last couple of weeks of 

term; De Montfort Hall was only available on a limited number of dates. 

An initial meeting was held at the SDSA with members of the Federation on Thursday 27th February 2014 

to introduce the idea of a Youth and Culture Summit which would be held towards the end of the 

summer term. To support this, it was agreed that children and young people’s representatives from the 

forum and councils would be invited to attend a meeting at the SDSA on Thursday 27th March to be 

briefed about the proposed summit. At this meeting, some work would also be done around The Story of 

Leicester.   

Additional meetings would be held at the SDSA in April, May and June to support the workshop planning 

for the Youth and Culture Summit that would be taking place by the children and young people 

elsewhere, and for feedback and updates. 

In parallel to this, creative practitioners from The Spark Arts for Children, Soft Touch Arts, Charnwood 

Arts, Embrace Arts and Citizens’ Eye would also prepare workshops. 

As with the Safeguarding Summit, four ‘zones’ were adopted as a framework for workshop preparation – 

 Home 

 School and College 

 Leisure and Transport 

 Out and about 

Workshop leaders were asked to choose their preferred zone and to prepare content to illicit a response 

to the following questions, as appropriate: 

1. How do you connect with people around you? 

2. How do you get active? 

3. How do you take notice? 

4. How do you keep learning? 

5. How do you give? 

Once a date for the summit had been agreed, De Montfort Hall was hired as a venue and on-going 

communication established with Hayley Ellson, Hire and Events Manager.  

A risk assessment was completed and relevant documents provided by De Montfort Hall for checking. 

While the planning was going on and the venue had been confirmed, all city schools and colleges were 

contacted and invited to send members of their pupil or student council to the summit. 
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The schools and colleges that responded positively were asked to provide the following details: 

 name and year group of each pupil or student who would be attending 

 name/s of accompanying adult/s and whether they would be staying at the venue  

 whether pupils or students had a particular special need, dietary requirement or medical 

condition 

 sandwich filling choice 

 whether transport would be required 

Once this information was received, colour-coded workshop groups and rotation were finalised, name 

badges created for workshop members and supporting adults, workshop leaders and support staff. 

Lunch details (consisting of a sandwich with either cheese, cheese and salad, or tuna and sweet corn as a 

filling, a packet of crisps, a piece of fruit and a soft drink) were confirmed with De Montfort Hall. 

Transport was organised for schools or colleges that had requested it. 

Workshop areas were allocated in the main auditorium, the Garden Suite, the Victoria Suite or alcoves 

on the first floor. 

Workshop leaders were consulted about the resources they needed and these were bought, as 

requested. Technical equipment was provided if required. 

Children and young people from the forum and councils who were leading or supporting workshops 

were asked to obtain permission from their school or college to be absent for the day. 

Information was sent into participating schools and colleges with information about arrangements for 

the summit. This was accompanied by a letter from Richard Clark for the children and young people who 

would be attending in which he outlined what the day was about and what he hoped it would achieve. It 

also contained the same questions that workshop leaders had been provided with so that children and 

young people could think about them before they arrived and, as representatives, discuss them with 

their peers. 

Workshop leaders received the same information that was sent into schools. 
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The Story of Leicester 
 

Following the briefing about the summit, as an ice-breaker (and using the first of six questions provided 

by Nisha Popat) the children and young people who attended this meeting were asked if they had heard 

of The Story of Leicester and what they knew about it. Of those present, several knew something but 

most knew nothing although they were able to volunteer some suggestions. They were then shown the 

information on the city council’s website. 

The questions that had been provided by Nisha Popat were introduced. These were the same that had 

been used in consultations with groups of adults: 

1. What does ‘The Story of Leicester’ mean to you? 

2. What do you think the historic parts of Leicester are? 

3. ‘The Story of Leicester’ is lots of stories. Which ones can you think of? 

4. Which places are connected with your stories of Leicester? 

5. How can we tell the story and how can we tell it better? 

6. Have you visited any place that tells stories you enjoyed about the past? What are they and how 

were they told? 

After a brief discussion, the group decided that they would like to adapt these or introduce questions of 

their own so the following were used – 

1. What do you like or dislike about Leicester? 

2. If someone wasn’t from Leicester and they came here, what would you do and where would you 

take them? 

3. What do you already know about the history of Leicester? 

4. How would you sell The Story of Leicester to others? 

Children and young people worked in small groups based on the forum or council they attended. They 

were invited to respond to each question by using post-it notes, creating diagrams on flip chart paper or 

by drawing images. After each question had been addressed, groups were asked to provide some 

feedback. 
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A summary of responses 

Question 1 

Everyone was able to think of something they liked about Leicester. The most numerous comments 

were about its multiculturalism, a sense of one community and friendly people. A variety of cuisines and 

restaurants were also frequently mentioned. Parks and open spaces were popular as were opportunities 

to participate in sport, ‘carnivals’ and Diwali celebrations.  

Many children and young people struggled to think of anything they disliked about Leicester but those 

who did comment tended to have strong feelings about the subject. Some related to anti-social 

behaviour – vandalism, litter and broken glass in parks. Others felt unsafe in certain areas. Several were 

conscious of “differing levels of support to certain groups,” and, “lack of respect for certain provisions.” 

Question 2 

Responses to this question revealed a strong but limited sense of place and that certain buildings or 

places hold a particular significance or relevance in the lives of children and young people. The Town 

Hall, The Guildhall, New Walk and Jewry Wall Museums were listed, as were cinemas, Highcross 

shopping centre and the railway station. Youth clubs, parks (Abbey in particular), restaurants and fast 

food chains were also referred to. 

Question 3 

Many struggled to respond to this question. Those that did revealed a limited knowledge based on what 

they had learnt in school, or seen, heard or read about in the local media. Inevitably, this included 

Richard III. Other suggestions were Leicester’s Roman heritage, the history of Jewry Wall, the Guildhall 

and its origins, Braunstone Park being an American troop camp during World War Two and, Simon De 

Montfort.  

Question 4 

There were lots of ideas about how ‘The Story of Leicester’ could be sold. These included using the 

media (TV and radio adverts, magazines and pull-outs in newspapers), social media, an interactive 

website which was user-friendly, particularly in relation to children and young people; volunteering, “put 

on plays in Highcross,” interactive history events and education from an early age about the city’s 

history. 

During the feedback session relating to Question 4, the following comments were made: 

It’s important to make sure that young people are aware of the history of Leicester. 

 

Many adults believe that young people aren’t interested in history and heritage. 

 

We all have our own personal story. Everyone’s story must be treated with respect and is of equal 

importance. 

From the above, it’s possible to draw a number of generalised conclusions - 
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 The experience of children and young people is mixed in relation to knowing about and engaging with 

The Story of Leicester. This is dependent upon what they are taught in school, factors relating to their 

home life and the community in which they live. 

 Children and young people are often aware of their own family’s ‘story’ but do not relate this to ‘the 

bigger picture’.  

 Some children and young people feel that their own ‘stories’ and communities are not as valued and 

supported as others. 

 Even when children and young people live in areas of the city where they are surrounded by evidence of 

the Story of Leicester they do not understand or engage with it. Conversely, many children and young 

people live in areas of the city where there is little or nothing to connect them to or interest them in the 

past. 

 The lives of many children and young people are inward rather than outward looking. They spend much 

of their social and leisure time at home engaged in solitary activities or within their immediate 

community with friends and family. (Additional evidence for this was provided during the meeting held 

on Monday 19th May.) They do not, or only occasionally, travel into the city centre or to other areas of 

the city.  

 Children and young people are interested in and willing to engage with The Story of Leicester if it is 

presented in age-appropriate ways and through technology they are familiar with and use, including 

social media. 

 Children and young people do not exist in isolation. Their families and communities also need to engage 

with The Story of Leicester and understand not only its relevance to their lives but how they are a part of 

and contribute to it. 

Notes from the meeting held on Thursday 27th March can be found in the appendices under B. 
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The Summit 
 

On 1st July 2014, children’s and young people’s representatives from 19 city schools gathered at De 

Montfort Hall to take part in the Youth and Culture Summit. 

On arrival, children and young people went through a registration process in the foyer and received their 

colour-coded lanyard and name badge. They were then escorted into the main auditorium where they 

were seated with other children and young people at the appropriate colour-coded table. They stayed in 

these groups for their four workshops. 

 Accompanying adults and creative practitioners had to register and received a name badge.  

Participation workers, children and young people leading workshops, and supporting adults had to 

register and received a name badge. They were also given a plain black t-shirt to wear so they were 

easily identifiable. 

Once everybody had arrived and was seated they were welcomed, reminded about the purpose of the 

day and the programme was clarified. A member of staff from De Montfort Hall provided some ‘House-

Keeping’ and explained what would happen in the event of a fire. 

Kevin Ryan from Charnwood Arts provided an ‘ice-breaker’ activity. 

Each colour-coded group was provided with an adult whose role was to escort them to and from 

workshops during the day to ensure that they arrived safely and timings were adhered to. These adults 

received a pack that contained a programme for the day, a registration sheet for each of the workshops 

the group would attend, a sheet with an overview of all of the workshops that were taking place, a set of 

evaluation sheets that had to be completed at the end of each workshop and, a set of certificates that 

would be given to members of the group at the end of session four. 

Appropriate signage was displayed around the venue and a floor plan was provided. 

Resources were left in a central area near to the Box Office so they could be collected by workshop 

leaders. 

Water was available in all workshop areas. 

Lunch bags were left on trestle tables in the corridor next to the Garden Suite and were collected at the 

end of session two by those who had requested lunch. This was eaten either in the main auditorium or 

in the grounds. (134 lunches were provided.) 

At the end of the lunch break, children and young people gathered in the main auditorium from where 

they were escorted to session three. 

After session four, children, young people and adults returned to the main auditorium in preparation for 

leaving. 
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Workshop Feedback - Home 
 

Charnwood Arts – Kevin Ryan 

All the children and young people said that they had read the initial materials sent out and knew why 

they were here.  

 

When asked about culture and the area where they live – the home and home environment, the 

children responded with answers that took a very broad view of ideas of ‘improvement’ and what 

culture meant. Some explicitly said that it ‘was all the things we do’ and others pointed to the multi-

cultural nature of Leicester.  

 

In many cases they expressed very practical considerations that had little to do with what we would 

term ‘arts and culture’ but which do bear relevance to wider considerations of the ‘cultural realities’ as 

the young people perceived them. This includes ‘quality of life’ issues’. They were given the opportunity 

to say what was most salient for them – access and the means of access e.g. location and finance 

appeared important, but levels of interest were also important. Sport and outdoor play were important 

as were positive social relationships with other children, feeling safe and relationships with parents and 

extended family networks.  

 

In the four 50 minute workshops a lot of material was recorded through the activity of the young people 

themselves and many links, inferences and ideas can be drawn from what they wrote. A number liked 

growing plants, fathers were important in learning new things and being supportive, family cultures 

varied, there were differences in safety and ease with the neighbourhoods in which they lived. Many 

showed compassion and care for others and their immediate environment and what others might need. 

All of the children had electronic devices, all had been to certain venues, such as New Walk Museum 

whilst most had not fully explored what was available in Leicester.  

 

A group thought that an adventure computer game that was also educational about Leicester would be 

a good idea.  

 

Parks were very important, outdoor activity, sports, food and watching films figured highly in our 

conversations too.  

 

For some children being ‘bored’ or ‘having nothing to do’ is an issue.  

 

(A fuller analysis can be found in the appendices) 
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Children’s Council 

The workshop consisted of six short activities, each of which demanded a written or verbal response. 

The latter were recorded on flip chart paper by a Children’s Council mentor.  

Because of the composition of the groups, children and young people from a variety of communities and 

of different ages responded to the tasks they were given. 

1. When asked why they liked the area in which they lived, the words and phrases that were used 

repeatedly were, ‘it’s friendly/friends, family, it’s nice, it’s safe and, the park/s.’ This suggests that many 

feel at ease and are comfortable within their own communities. Only one referred to a specific place 

(Evington Leisure Centre) but several said that they liked living close to the city centre, revealing that 

proximity meant that it was a place they visited. Pupils from one school commented on the Victorian 

history and old buildings or houses. This is, perhaps, a powerful demonstration of the impact that 

teaching about the history of the local community can have.  

 

2. Members of each workshop were asked to close their eyes and imagine that they were at home, moving 

from room to room and thinking about what they could see. They were then asked which three things 

they would want to rescue if their house was on fire. Overwhelmingly, and often without any clear 

gender divide, they referred to laptops or computers, TVs, mobile phones, Playstations and Nintendo 

Wiis. A number said that they would save family photos and several mentioned books, a teddy bear or 

toys. Two things are striking about this. The first is how few children and young people seem to attach 

sentimental value to anything or, that perhaps they don’t possess physical items in the way that 

previous generations have; the second is how important technology is in their lives. In particular, laptops 

and mobile phones allow them to do so many different things and access so much so that, consequently, 

their lives become focussed on and through a particular piece of technology.  

 

3. In response to a question about what they would do with someone who was visiting them for the first 

time to help them to get to know the area better, the most numerous responses were that they would 

take them to a park or take them shopping. Highcross featured heavily. A small number mentioned 

leisure activities such as swimming, bowling or the cinema; individuals said New Walk Museum, the 

Golden Mile, Curve, De Montfort Hall and The Space Centre. Several were clearly proud of their school 

because they would take a visitor there. One interesting aspect of these responses is that, apart from 

those who said they would take a visitor to a local park, their school or a leisure facility, many children 

and young people would look outside of their own community for something to do.  

 

4.  When asked about something they would do at home with a visitor to help them learn about where 

they lived, responses were much more varied. While there was still a reliance on technology (to access 

websites or to do some research) and social media, many mentioned reading more traditional things 

such as newspapers, magazines, books and leaflets. There were also a number of references to talking to 

parents, siblings, friends and neighbours, all of whom would know the area well. 

 

5. For the next task, children and young people were asked about where they regularly meet their friends 

and why that would be a good place to take a visitor. Inevitably, parks were a popular choice because of 
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the space which allows them to play games, because they are fun and because lots of people go there. 

Several also commented that they are good places to go because they don’t have a lot of money and 

they are free. Only two selected ‘town’ (again, because there are lots of people); one suggested a youth 

club ‘because it is representative of Leicester people’; one suggested school because, ‘I enjoy being 

there with their friends’; one said the library because, ‘it’s quiet and we can talk.’  Other choices 

included a fair or circus, the cinema, bowling, ice skating, swimming, The Space Centre, Twin Lakes and 

Rutland Water. All of these involved a combination of being fun, interesting or lots of other people being 

there. However, because most also have a cost implication, it would be interesting to know how 

regularly children and young people do use or visit them, and whether this is reliant on parent/carer or 

school involvement. 

 

6. For the final activity, members of each workshop were asked what they would give to their visitor as 

they were leaving to help them to remember Leicester. Many suggested ‘I love Leicester’ items such as a 

t-shirt, pen or bag. Post cards and city maps were a popular choice as were local sports teams’ 

merchandise.  Only two mentioned King Richard III related items. Several said they would create a photo 

book of things they had done, a journey scrapbook or a collage.  A small number would have given things 

like English sweets or chocolates, an English flag, tea bags or clothes. This suggests, perhaps, that they 

believe something which suggests ‘Englishness’ has more relevance than something that represents 

Leicester. One logical conclusion to draw from this would be that they feel little or no connection with 

the city, even if they do to their own community. 
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Workshop Feedback – School and College 
 

Soft Touch Arts – Kieran Walsh and Lewis Buttery 

Members in each workshop session were given a pre-printed ‘wall’ on a roll of paper that measured 

approximately 3.5 metres in length by 1.2 metres wide and a selection of coloured paper and pens, glue, 

tape and scissors. They were asked to create a collage that responded to the five key questions, related 

to their experiences of school. If they wanted to, they could also write on the wall. 

The responses during the sessions were diverse and numerous.  A number of images reflected the 

importance of sport and physical activity in the lives of children and young people. These weren’t related 

to being competitive but to joining in, working with others and keeping fit. There was also a strong 

element of being able to support and get to know each other through this. Others suggested that going 

to, or joining clubs was a good way to connect with people.  

Several individuals or groups chose to represent connecting with other people through images of hands:  

with sports equipment (such as a tennis racquet or rugby ball); hands joined together and linked to the 

word ‘Diverse’;  with the slogan ‘be a buddy, not a bully’; and, cut out people holding hands. 

There was recognition that learning can take place in a number of ways and in a variety of settings. One 

striking image showed a teacher with a speech bubble emerging from her mouth: ‘Good morning boys 

and girls. This is what we are doing today.’ However, instead of following this up by referring to 

traditional subjects, pupils chose to mention an ‘Enterprise Project ... The Fair Traders ... and, Fair trade 

chocolate and banana cakes.’ Another, older group wrote on their wall about enquiry based learning 

projects where they are presented with a question which they have to answer by conducting research 

using ipads. They then have to present their conclusions to their class. A group of primary age pupils 

created an image of a pond with creatures on lily pads to suggest an outdoor classroom. Some Year 4s 

chose to show a mini beast hunt and asked, ‘Do you know worms, slugs and snails don’t have a 

skeleton?’ There was a single comment about visiting a museum. 

A list of the comments and images from this workshop can be found in the appendices. 
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Young People’s Council (1) 

Each workshop session was divided into three parts – 

1. How do you learn about other cultures in school or college? 

2. How do you learn about other cultures when you aren’t at school or college? 

3. What would help you to learn about other cultures? 

Children and young people were invited to write their responses on post-it notes, with some feed-back 

after each question. 

1. From the responses to this question, it’s clear that much of what is taught in secondary schools is 

curriculum driven and doesn’t generally refer to or create links with Leicester as a whole or communities 

in the city. However, in primary schools there is more flexibility so that festivals such as Diwali can be 

celebrated (‘Teachers wear Indian clothes.’ ‘We have Diwali assemblies.’) or activities can be linked to 

specific events such as the World Cup. Many schools have pupils or students whose first or home 

language isn’t English so it is common for greetings in Reception to be in a number of different 

languages, with some displays on notice boards adding additional words or phrases and information 

about countries, food and customs. For many students, their only experience of learning about other 

cultures is through languages (particularly French, German and Spanish) or in Geography and History, 

although one did also write, ‘We learn about different cultures in RE.’ Several students mentioned that 

they, ‘only learn about the past, not the present,’ and another wanted to ‘Learn the positive side of 

Germany – not World War Two.’ One young person had ‘learnt about Japanese culture in Geography,’ 

and another had made a Japanese Kimono in Textiles. Several had also learnt about African dress and 

another referred to Black History Week. Technology plays an important part in how children and young 

people learn in school. A number referred to using a computer, Google maps and watching videos on 

You Tube.  

 

2. From the responses to this question, it’s clear that children and young people learn about other cultures 

in a variety of ways. The first, and most common, is by talking to family, friends and neighbours, 

particularly if the last two groups are of a different ethnicity or faith. The second is community more 

generally – shops and restaurants, clothing, festivals and celebrations, and places of worship. The third is 

by going on holiday or visiting relatives abroad and the fourth is through technology. A number 

mentioned watching sporting events or programmes about other countries on the TV. Several also said 

that they use Facebook and Snapchat to keep in touch with family and friends and to share photographs. 

 

3.  Technology featured heavily in responses to this question. Children and young people like it when they 

can do their own research on the internet and are able to watch documentaries and programmes, either 

on TV or You Tube. Several suggested that social media could be used more creatively. Inviting family, 

friends and neighbours into school was also a popular choice. 
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Workshop Feedback – Out and About 
 

City Skyline Workshop -Embrace Arts - Marianne Pape 

This session was designed to capture consultation with children and young people from 19 schools in the 

city on their favourite places to go in Leicester. Following discussion on cultural centres and venues in 

the city, and different types of maps of the city, children we invited to take part in creating their own 3D 

interactive map of Leicester, creating their own landmarks and locations that mean something to them.  
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The original plan was to use a digital map projected onto a large sheet of paper, with outline recorded, 

so we could zoom in and out of locations identified by the young people. Unfortunately, the projector 

could not be angled to achieve this so I adapted the session to have a more freehand and creative 

interpretation of the cityscape. Instead, we projected Google maps on the wall above the installation, 

and it was used to reference and identify places they wanted to include.  

All participants took part in making the Leicester City Skyline installation, creating cubes, pyramids and 

geometric shapes out of card; decorated or wrote on their box and placed it on a location on the map 

that was significant to them. Over the 4 sessions, a collaborative colourful cityscape was created, 

reflecting their unique, cultural profile of Leicester.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Findings and outcomes 

 Children from 6-16 years old took park, and for many of the younger children it was the first time 

they had created cubes and pyramids from card – something they were really proud of. 

 Around 10 per cent of children had been to Embrace Arts. 

 Other cultural venues / locations identified by the participants included Curve, New Walk Museum, 

The National Space Centre, water park and youth centres. 

 Faith centres that were most identified as favourite places were mosques. 
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 City Parks near their own homes came out as their favourite places to go, particularly Abbey Park and 

Spinney Hill Park. 

 Shopping centres / toy shops also significantly featured as favourite places to go. 

 Around 10% of participants included their own homes on the map. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Children from Wigston and the south of the city said they travelled to more county-wide heritage 

venues, particularly castles and farms. 

 Children said they would like to see activities happening in their local parks and in the city centre. 

 Teachers accompanying the young people gave positive feedback about the session and the cross 

curricular mix of art installation, geography and mathematics. 

 Children from the north west of the city didn’t travel far from their homes, and said they rarely went 

into the city. 

 Children from the east and north east of the city identified parks as most important to them, with 

some referring to a travelling circus and funfairs as their favourite places to go. 
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The Big Mouth Forum and the Children in Care Council 

Facilitators from the Big Mouth Forum and Children in Care Council delivered a workshop on the theme 

Out and About. The forum delivered a number of activities around 4 topic areas: - Connect, Activity, 

Experiences and their knowledge of Leicester’s Historical places. Some of the answers that were 

recorded were said more than once so this is a ‘collection’ of young people’s answers. 

Connect and Activity 

Overview: Generally, the young people said that they were able to get around Leicester using a variety 

of methods including walking, bus services and via parents. 

They generally kept in a lot of contact with friends, family and neighbours and the use of social media 

helped but some said that they can socialise face to face with friends, family and neighbours. 

Young people said that they are able to keep fit and active. Some of the young people said they kept fit 

and active through every day activities including walking to school, walking the family pet dog, walking 

to local shops, playing with friends in the park and others said they took part in local sports clubs and 

classes including tennis, trampolining, rugby, football, etc. 

Experiences 

Overview: Overall, young people said they liked visiting places in Leicester. They said they liked eating 

out at Highcross. Young people mostly agreed they enjoyed the activities at the Space Centre and would 

go again; those that haven’t been would like to go.  

With reference to their experiences of parks, they liked Bradgate Park because of its wildlife and history 

but said that it is difficult to get to without a car and it is expensive to park. They enjoyed visiting Old 

John because of its history and some visited quite often. They recommended a good pair of walking 

shoes. The young people said they really enjoyed the activities at Abbey Park including the Petting Zoo, 

Maze, seeing the boat racing, fun fair and other events. Others said they it was very peaceful and the 

park is dazzling. 

Many of the young people consulted hadn’t been to Watermead Park or hadn’t heard of it. For those 

that had visited, they said that they enjoyed the wildlife, scenery and climbing on the park’s mammoth 

climbing frame. 

Historical Places 

Overview: There was a contrast in results. The activity highlighted that some young people knew a lot 

about Leicester’s history and others said they didn’t. Some said that they hadn’t learnt much about 

Leicester through school but through friends and family. Some said that they would like to find out more 

and some said that they hadn’t visited Leicester’s museums and it relies on friends and family to visit 

historical places and buildings in Leicester. 

One young person said TV and gaming often prevents young people from going out to visit historical 

places.   

(The comments made by children and young people can be found in the appendices.) 
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Workshop Feedback – Leisure and Transport 
 

The Spark Arts for Children – Adel Al-Salloum 

A creative writing workshop that invited participants to consider: 

 What do you like to do? 

 What has been your best day out ever – what did you do and where? 

 Who chooses the activity you do? 

 Tell me about a secret activity – something you like to do that no one knows about. 

 Where in Leicester would you take an alien? 

The responses were written up onto post it notes and separated out on the wall, in groups under the 5 

questions. 

A sample of responses: 

 What do you like to do? 

Sport, cooking, swimming, playing, Basket ball, hockey, xbox, gaming 

 What has been your best day out ever – what did you do and where? 

Cinema, Highcross, Beaumont Leys Shopping, Abbey Park, Bradgate Park, Nando’s, Frankie & Bennys, 

Go kids go  

 Who chooses the activity you do? 

Me, mum, mum & dad 

 Tell me about a secret activity – something you like to do that no one knows about? 

Singing, playing with my sister, reading books, playing make believe, acting 

 Where in Leicester would you take an alien? 

Space Centre, school, park, bowling, Skegness 

Across the 4 workshops 1 child mentioned Curve, 2 children mentioned New Walk Museum, 1 child 

mentioned De Montfort Hall (the youth event).  All cultural activity took place locally in the local park & 

shopping centre with children choosing to spend their time doing sport or playing in the park.  It was 

evident from the conversations that the children and young people were not accessing any of the arts 

and cultural activity in the city centre. 

A poem about their leisure time 

The participants were asked to write associated words, phrases, ideas, images connected to their 

answers.  The rules were that the CYP could not take their pen off the paper.  If they were stuck they had 

to write; ‘I am writing, I am writing... ‘ The exercise is to enable free thoughts around the subject matter. 

 

 

A sample of poems: 
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Cycling – peddling, pushing, turning I am writing I am writing, learning and I am writing 

Drama – acting, over reacting, learning, talking accents I am writing I am in the lights on stage, I am 

writing 

Twin lakes – log flume, rollercoaster I am writing jumping  

Beach – sea sand starfish fish shark boat stones, I am writing, Ice cream, sand castle, I am writing. 

 

Cinema- darkness, suspicion, munching sweets, billion of chairs, chatting, eating and lots of fun 

Tree Climbing- cool, high shorts happy I am writing I am writing 

Me – I love, I have no rules, brown hair, yellow no rules 

Running – exhaustion, hot sweaty, fantastic long distance, weight, family 

 

Horse riding- horse, cute, ride, happy I am writing, I am excited, nice a lot of fun, I love horses 

Shopping- Next, Primark, New Look, Starbucks I am writing, clothes, shirts, jumpers 

Me – lovely like me, nice, not selfish, family, friends, baking, dancing, signing, gymnastics 

Singing – microphones, loud voice, short sing I am writing, choir, De Montfort Hall, together 

Town – shops, together, Olivia, Alessha, Zusnanna, Mcdonalds 

 

Young People’s Council (2) 
 

In this workshop, children and young people were asked to think about why and when they use public 

transport. They were also asked about the leisure activities they take part in. 

 

There was a clear divide between primary school pupils and secondary school students. Many of the 

former rarely use public transport (defined as buses and taxis), either walking to school or relying on a 

lift from parents. The same applies to social and leisure activities. The latter are much more confident 

about using public transport. This frequently stems from the fact that they have to travel greater 

distances to school, have a more dispersed group of friends or are more likely to travel to out-of-

community social and leisure activities. However, a number still depend on parents for lifts. Some have 

become so used to receiving a lift that walking isn’t an option (‘Walking takes too long!’). Several young 

people who live closer to the city centre are happy to walk in but those who live further out rarely visit it 

because, on the whole, they feel they have no reason to unless it’s to visit Highcross. If they do, they 

travel by bus or car.  

Many children and young people use their local park (Spinney Hill, Victoria and Knighton were all 

mentioned) while they also visit Abbey Park. Swimming pools and leisure centres are popular, as is going 

to the cinema. A significant number also spend time with relatives. 
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Workshop Feedback – Social Media 
 

John Coster 
 

Because technology and social media are central to so many children’s and young people’s lives, the first 

activity in this workshop was designed to discover the breadth of their knowledge regarding what is 

available. The second activity was structured to assess their awareness of what is going on in the world 

around them (locally, regionally, nationally and internationally) how they access this and how they 

would promote it to their friends. It should be noted that young people in workshops one, two and three 

were from secondary schools; those in workshop four were from primary schools. 

 

For the first activity, the groups were asked to list what they were aware of under the headings of Film, 

Photography, Audio and New Media. An analysis of the responses reveals that of the four categories, 

they were slightly less familiar with what is available under Audio than the other three. New Media 

produced the highest number of responses although this was skewed by the inclusion of specific 

newspapers. On the whole, secondary school students were more aware of what is available than 

primary school pupils who tended to list more traditional and less cutting-edge technology and media. 

 

The second activity provoked a range of responses in relation to what’s in the news but there are some 

clearly definable themes although it has to be remembered that this is time specific.  

 

In terms of local news, an incident in Kent Street and King Richard III were recorded by all groups. While 

group four wasn’t asked about regional news, groups one, two and three were able to name specific 

stories. However, group three also cited national stories as being regional news. For the primary school 

group, all of the national stories were sports related while the secondary school groups were much more 

aware of the big news stories such as Scottish Independence and the Jimmy Saville case. All groups 

struggled with international news – all references were sport related, apart from South Korea and three 

missing girls. 

 

 It is clear that children and young people do take an interest in the news, particularly locally and 

nationally, and certain stories are important to them, either because they are issue based, have a human 

interest or are sport related. 

 

 Overwhelmingly, children and young people still rely on traditional sources such as TV, newspapers and 

radio for the news, although some do use social media and apps. It is also apparent that they discuss 

particular news stories with family and friends. 

 

In terms of how they would promote news stories to their friends, technology and social media become 

much more important.  

 

(A full break down of the responses can be found in the appendices.) 



 

 24 

  
  

  
 

Analysis of the day 
 
Originally, 25 schools signed up to the summit. Of these, four primary schools then withdrew because 

the date of the summit clashed with Year 6 transition day; two secondary schools withdrew the week 

before the summit because of staffing issues. 

 

The summit took place during Ramadan so Muslim children and young people were fasting. 

 

125 children and young people from 19 city schools and colleges attended the summit; the age range 

spanned 6 – 17 years. (The list of participating schools and colleges can be found in the appendices.) 

 

Nine schools had requested transport. Taxis were provided for eight and a small coach for the other. 

Two schools used their own minibus. Pupils from one primary and one secondary school walked to the 

venue, accompanied by adults. The rest travelled in staff cars. 

 

A total of 36 workshop sessions were delivered. Four workshops were led by children and young people; 

four were led by creative practitioners; one was led by a media consultant. 

 

134 lunches were provided. Some children and young people brought their own; others were fasting. 

 

Water was provided throughout the day in all workshop areas. 

 

Tea and coffee was available throughout the day for the accompanying adults who chose to stay. Some 

joined workshop sessions while others chose to sit in one of the ground floor alcoves to get on with 

school related tasks. Short conversations with these adults throughout the day revealed that they were 

happy with arrangements and how the children or young people they were accompanying were 

engaging with workshop activities. 

 

De Montfort Hall worked well as a venue. Even though two workshops ran alongside each other in The 

Victoria Suite, two in the Garden Suite and three in the main auditorium, there was no indication that 

this created or caused any problems. The two alcove areas on the first floor were used as workshop 

spaces to good effect. 

 

There were no resourcing issues. 

 

The programme was tight but, apart from the end of the day (see below) ran well. Information provided 

to support staff, workshop leaders and accompanying adults ensured a smooth transition from one 

workshop session to another, despite the large number of children and young people moving around at 

the same time. 
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Because a couple of the final workshop sessions over-ran, a number of children and young people only 

arrived back in the main auditorium just before 2:30pm as some groups were beginning to leave because 

the coach and several taxis had arrived. Therefore, there was no opportunity for a plenary session. 

However, everyone was able to leave the venue in an organised and orderly manner. 

 

At the end of the day, feedback from workshop leaders was positive. There was a general sense that the 

day had been well organised and the time spent with children and young people had been productive. 

 

Sir Peter Soulsby (City Mayor) and Councillors Dempster and Singh Clair were invited to the summit. Only 

Councillor Singh Clair was able to attend.  

 

Children and young people were asked to complete a short evaluation at the end of each workshop 

session then, at the end of the day, to comment on – 

 

 How much did you enjoy your day? 

 How tasty was your lunch today? 

 What did you think of De Montfort Hall? 

 How helpful were the adults working with you today? 

 

The feedback regarding these questions was overwhelmingly positive.  

In relation to each workshop session they had attended, with very few exceptions, everyone was able to 

identify one aspect of it that they liked; many were unable to think of anything that could have been 

done to improve it. However, during the course of the day, a number did make suggestions. While these 

are too numerous to list here, many relate to practical rather than content-based issues. There is 

certainly very little that allows any comparisons to be made between young people led and creative 

practitioner led workshops.  

 

The evaluations will be made available to workshop leaders. They can also be found in the appendices.  

All children and young people were given a certificate to thank them for their participation. 
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A summary of findings 
 

 Children and young people are aware that Leicester is a multi-cultural city, even if they wouldn’t 

necessarily use this expression.  

 Most children and young people feel at ease and are comfortable within their own communities; 

some feel unsafe or unsure about visiting other areas of the city. 

 Children and young people are generally proud of the community in which they live and value their 

family, friends and neighbours. 

 Children and young people care about others and their environment. 

 As with many adults, children and young people find it difficult to define what culture is. 

 Only a minority of children and young people referred to specific, community based cultural events 

such as Diwali. 

  The cultural realities of children’s and young people’s lives often bear little resemblance to what is 

traditionally defined as ‘culture’ or ‘cultural.’ 

 Children and young people lead full and active lives when they are not in school. They participate in 

and enjoy a range of activities. However, going to parks, playing sport and shopping account for a 

significant amount of how they spend their time. 

 Most of the activities that children and young people take part in are community based. 

 Some would like there to be more things for them to do in the area where they live – either sport or 

creative. However, few felt that they could make this happen and would depend on adults – city 

councillors or parents. 

 Although many children and young people are able to name traditional cultural venues, very few 

actually visit them. Those that do, do so through school trips or with parents. 

 Some children and young people are prevented from visiting cultural venues because of proximity, 

cost and transport issues. 

 Some children and young people do not visit cultural venues or do not participate in specific activities 

due to family circumstances. 

 The lives of some children and young people are culturally richer than others due to the breadth and 

depth of their experiences. These are facilitated by the community in which they live and are often 

linked to custom and tradition. 

 Children and young people who live closer to the city centre are more likely to visit it. However, most 

of the visits are linked to shopping (in particular, Highcross) and not to accessing any of the arts or 

cultural activities. The further away they live, the less likely they are to visit the city centre.  

 On the whole, children tend not to use public transport; young people use it more – for school 

journeys and to meet friends. Many children and young people depend on parents or other adults to 

transport them around. 

 Primary schools provide more opportunities for learning about local communities and taking part in 

cultural activities. 

 Secondary schools provide fewer opportunities for learning about local communities and taking part 

in cultural activities, focussing instead on specific countries or languages because of the demands of 

the curriculum. 
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 Technology and social media play an important, often central, role in the lives of children and young 

people. For the latter in particular, devices, networks and apps allow them to do things that often 

negate the need for face-to-face contact or communication. 

 Technology plays an important role in how children and young people learn in school; they enjoy and 

are confident about using it. 

 Children and young people welcome and enjoy being able to learn in new and different ways 

 Children and young people learn more about other cultures from family, friends and neighbours than 

they do in school. 

 Children and young people are receptive to learning about Leicester’s history but this should be 

presented in an appropriate and user-friendly way. 

 Children and young people have high expectations of what they will experience in a workshop. 

Whether a workshop (and, ultimately, an event) is successful or not will depend upon these 

expectations being met.  
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Recommendations 
 

In the first instance: 

1. The report should be circulated to everyone who has an interest in the content. 

2. Children’s and young people’s representatives should be provided with an opportunity to meet to 

discuss the content of the report and to suggest ways to address the issues raised in the findings. 

3. Children’s and young people’s representatives should meet with key stakeholders to discuss the 

content of the report and to share their ideas about how the issues raised in the findings can be 

addressed. 

4. Issues that prevent participation in ‘cultural’ activities need to be explored further and ways found to 

resolve them. 

5. All city schools and colleges should be invited to take part in an audit of what they provide and how 

they support their pupils or students in terms of accessing and participating in ‘cultural’ activities. 

6. A city-wide mapping activity should be carried out of the ‘cultural’ activities for children and young 

people that are taking place, where and when.  

7. A marketplace type event should be organised where creative practitioners are able to meet with 

representatives from schools and colleges to raise their profile and discuss how they can support 

teaching and learning. 
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Appendix A – Participation Groups 
 

The Children’s Council 
 
The Children’s Council was formed in 2009 to give 7 – 13 year olds in Leicester a voice and the 

opportunity to make a difference in their communities. Council members come from all over the city and 

all bring different strengths to the group. The group meets on the last Thursday of every month and the 

agenda concentrates on issues that affect children and young people. Guests are invited to the meetings 

who have a link to the work the council is doing. They are consulted for their advice and guidance. The 

work of the council is supported by four mentors who support the group in developing its’ targets and 

strategies.  

Young People’s Council 
 
Leicester City Young People's Council are an elected group of young people aged 13 - 19 years who 

represent young people at a neighbourhood level. They engage with elected members, decision makers 

and champion the issues of the needs of young people. Their work is varied and has included 

involvement in budget meetings as well as engaging in scrutiny meetings considering issues as diverse as 

children, young people and schools to economic development, transport and tourism.  

 
Big Mouth Forum  
 
The forum has two sessions a month. The older members meet on the third Thursday and the 5 – 12 

year olds meet on the fourth Wednesday. The purpose of the forum is to let disabled children and young 

people speak out for themselves without being judged and to make recommendations on how services 

can be improved. The forum has been asked to be involved in many different types of projects, 

programmes, initiatives and activities, including auditing the accessibility of Leicester City Council’s 

leisure centres. 

Children in Care Council 
 
The Children in Care Council (known as “450+ voices”) is a group of young people ranging from 13 to 21 

year olds who have had experience of the care system.  The council offers them a chance to have their 

voices heard to raise issues and give recommendations to decision makers within the City Council. 
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Appendix B – Participating Schools 
 

 Merrydale Infants 

 Uplands Infants 

 Charnwood Primary 

 Coleman Primary 

 Forest Lodge Primary 

 Eyres Monsell Primary 

 Glebelands Primary 

 Inglehurst Junior 

 Linden Primary 

 Merrydale Junior 

 Sparkenhoe Primary 

 Stokeswood Primary 

 Uplands Junior 

 Woodstock Primary 

 Crown Hills Community College 

 English Martyrs 

 Moat Community College 

 Rushey Mead Secondary 

 St Paul’s 
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Appendix C – Planning Documents 
 

Youth and Culture Summit 

Tuesday 1st July 2014 

De Montfort Hall 

Programme 
 

9:00am – 9:25am    Registration 

9:30am – 9:45am  Welcome and information about the day 

9:45am – 10:00am  Fun activity 

10:00am – 10:50am Workshop 1 

10:50am – 11:00am  Workshop changeover 

11:00am – 11:50am  Workshop 2 

11:50am – 12:25pm  Lunch 

12:30pm – 1:20pm  Workshop 3 

1:20pm – 1:30pm   Workshop changeover 

1:30pm – 2:20pm  Workshop 4 

2:20pm   Gather in main hall 

2:30pm   Departure 
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Workshop Groups by Workshop Provider 

 

 Workshop 1 Workshop 2 Workshop 3 Workshop 4 

The Spark Arts for 
Children 

(Out & About) 

Red Orange Grey Purple 

Embrace Arts 

(Places to go/things to 
do) 

Purple Pink Blue Orange 

Young People's Council 
1 

(Leisure & Transport) 

Yellow Red Green Grey 

Young People's Council 
2 

(School & College) 

Blue Purple Pink Green 

Big Mouth Forum 

(Out & About) 
Green Black Yellow Pink 

Soft Touch Arts 

(School & College) 
Black Yellow Orange Red 

Charnwood Arts 

(Home) 
Orange Blue Purple Black 

Citizens' Eye 

(Social Media) 
Grey Green Black Blue 

Children's Council 

(Home) 
Pink Grey Red Yellow 
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Workshop Groups by Group Colour 

 

 Workshop 1 Workshop 2 Workshop 3 Workshop 4 

Pink 
Children's Council 

(Home) 

Embrace Arts 

(Places to 
go/things to do) 

Young People's 
Council 2 

(School & College) 

Big Mouth Forum 

(Out & About) 

Orange 
Charnwood Arts 

(Home) 

The Spark Arts for 
Children 

(Out & About) 

Soft Touch Arts 

(School & College) 

Embrace Arts 

(Places to 
go/things to do) 

Red 

The Spark Arts for 
Children 

(Out & About) 

Young People's 
Council 1 

(Leisure & 
Transport) 

Children's Council 

(Home) 

Soft Touch Arts 

(School & College) 

Purple 

Embrace Arts 

(Places to 
go/things to do) 

Young People's 
Council 2 

(School & College) 

Charnwood Arts 

(Home) 

The Spark Arts for 
Children 

(Out & About) 

Yellow 

Young People's 
Council 1 

(Leisure & 
Transport) 

Soft Touch Arts 

(School & College) 

Big Mouth Forum 

(Out & About) 

Children's Council 

(Home) 

Blue 

Young People's 
Council 2 

(School & College) 

Charnwood Arts 

(Home) 

Embrace Arts 

(Places to 
go/things to do) 

Citizens' Eye 

(Social Media) 

Green 
Big Mouth Forum 

(Out & About) 

Citizens' Eye 

(Social Media) 

Young People's 
Council 1 

(Leisure & 
Transport) 

Young People's 
Council 2 

(School & College) 

Black 
Soft Touch Arts 

(School & College) 

Big Mouth Forum 

(Out & About) 

Citizens' Eye 

(Social Media) 

Charnwood Arts 

(Home) 

Grey 
Citizens' Eye 

(Social Media) 

Children's Council 

(Home) 

The Spark Arts for 
Children 

(Out & About) 

Young People's 
Council 1 

(Leisure & 
Transport) 
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Letter from Richard Clark to children and young people: 

Calling all City Explorers! 

Children and Young People's Summit 

1st July 2014, De Montfort Hall, Leicester 

 Children and young people’s arts organisations are building a new project called The User's Guide to 

Leicester. We want the project to help: 

 children and young explore their city, learning about its fascinating history, people and places; 

 schools use Leicester’s unique history, people and places to teach subjects from arts to maths in 
exciting ways. 

 
We are inviting children and young people from across the city to become City Explorers for the day at a 

special Children and Young People's Summit ('summit' means 'a meeting of people who make decisions 

together'). The Summit is being designed with children and young people. More than 20 schools and 

colleges will take part.  

What are your favourite places to go, people to meet and stories to tell about Leicester?  

To answer this question, imagine that you have a friend visiting you from another country. What would 

you show them? What stories would you tell? 

Think about the following: 

1. How do you connect with the people around you? With family, friends and neighbours. With clubs or 
community groups. 

2. How do you get active? Go outside. Play a game. Join a sports club. Dance. 
3. How do you take notice? Be curious or creative. Tell your own story. Experience the unusual.  
4. How do you keep learning? Visit a historic place or building. Listen to other people's 

stories. Try something new. 
5.   How do you give? Do something for a friend or a neighbour.     Thank someone. Smile. Volunteer 

your time. 

On the day, we will invite you to make a travel journal for your visitor, a lasting memory of Leicester’s 

amazing stories, people and places.  

What would you like to put in your journal? 

After the Summit: 

We will use your ideas to write The User's Guide to Leicester.  

We will give copies of the Guide to schools and community groups to help every Leicester child explore 

and connect with their city.  

We will continue to work with children and young people to make the project a success. 
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Appendix D – Planning Documents 
 

Story of Leicester – special meeting. 

27-03-2014 

Attendance:  Mu-Hamid, Hoor, Adam, Denika, Awa, Thusso, Elijah, Tash, Grace, Phil, Will, Alan, Albert, 

Orhan, Jo, Helen, Emma, Gemma, Millie, Mrinal, Issam, Becky, Brahmpreet, Charlie, Markel,    

Introduction: 

Following the success of the Safeguarding summit in 2013, the Federation has been approached to hold 

another summit with citywide young people. The summit will take place at De Montfort Hall and will 

look at City Mayor Sir Peter Soulsby’s initiative of “The Story of Leicester” and the creative curriculum, 

drawing on the city’s culture.   

Questions: 

Initially two people from the city council were supposed to be at the meeting but were unable to attend. 

However they have sent in a series of questions regarding the “Story of Leicester”. 

The questions were: 

1. What does the ‘Story of Leicester’ mean to you? 
2. Which do you think are the historic parts of Leicester? 
3. The ‘Story of Leicester’ is lots of stories. Which ones can you think of? 
4. Which are the places connected with your stories of Leicester? 
5. How can we tell the story and how can we tell them better? 
6. Have you visited any place that tells stories about the past that you enjoyed? What are they and 

how were they told? 
 

The group decided to do questions of their own: 

1. What do you like/dislike about Leicester? 

The group were asked to come up with a few quick points about what they like about Leicester and what 

they dislike about the city. They noted these on post it notes and attached them to sheets of paper the 

wall. 

Some of these included: 

Likes: Multiculturalism, sense of one community, foods like cheese, friendly people, variety of cuisines, 

restaurants, good use of space like skate parks 

Dislikes: lack of safety in certain areas, lack of play parks, differing levels of support to certain groups, 

litter, vandalism, lack of respect for certain provisions, broken glass in parks 

The next question asked to the group was 
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2. “If someone who wasn’t from Leicester came here, what would you do and where would you take 

them”? 

The group was given the choice of drawing pictures to illustrate this or writing their response down. 

These included: 

Town hall, Guildhall, cinema, Highcross, railway station, Jewry Wall.  

The group were then asked about: 

3. What do you already know about the history of Leicester? 

This included: 

o Leicester’s Roman heritage 
o History of Jewry wall 
o Guildhall and its origins 
o Braunstone park being an American troops camp in WWII 
o Simon De Montfort 

 

The group were then shown the story of Leicester web slideshow on the council’s website. 

(http://www.leicester.gov.uk/StoryOfLeicester.aspx ) 

4. How would you sell the story of Leicester to others? 

These ideas included: TV advertisement, Radio ads, Magazines and pull outs in newspapers, more 

interactive website, user friendly and child friendly site, volunteering, put on plays in Highcross, 

interactive history and early education about the city’s history. 

Additional points: 

Important to make sure that young people are aware of the history of Leicester.  

Many adults believe young people aren’t interested in history and heritage. 

We all have our own personal story. Everyone’s story must be treated with respect and is of equal 

importance. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.leicester.gov.uk/StoryOfLeicester.aspx
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Appendix E – Charnwood Arts Notes 
 

Introduction  
 
As a starter when asked to contribute to a collective piece of work about where they lived, what’s 
important to them and what they like to do the children/young people wrote: 
 

“Family, other people, going to the temple, the park and watching TV.” 

“Playing with my brothers and sisters. Going to the park, shopping, computer games “ 

“Family, helping people, going to mosque, laptop games, not going to school, watch TV, and playing 

computer games, X Box 360 games”  

“Home is a special place with my family and where I can play. I like plants too. I play Tag Rugby and Kwik 

Cricket.” 

“Home makes me feel like reading the Quran” 

“Home to me means a loving place, with your family who comforts you, the food you get! I like the 

library and books and shops!”  

“Home is a place that you know and can stay with your family. I play on my console. I live at Stocking 

Farm. It’s somewhere to live and sleep.” 

“Home is a place where you can enjoy yourself” 

“Home is where my family live, a place to be happy, I play football and I like feeling safe.” 

“It’s a place to be quiet with friends and family. I live near Beaumont Leys. I like relaxing but I also play 

basketball, cricket and baseball with my family.” 

“Help do the shopping, go to Abbey Park, playing with family members.” 

“If a friend from another country came to my house I would show him or her around my street. I go to 

my home to play with my friends, home makes me feel proud!!  

“I play outside and at home – if a cousin came and was new to Leicester I would give him a tour round 

Highfields. The word ‘home’ makes me think of my family spending time together. Things I do at home 

include iPad, reading, TV, , art, , making ‘loom bands’, making words and playing Harry Potter.” 

“I live at Stocking Farm. There’s a good school. I like going on my iPad and meeting new people. Making 

a ‘loom bands”. I like watching TV and laying about and stuff. I like playing in my bedroom and being 

with my dad. Going to parks and being with great friends.” 

“I feel safe when I am with my family…I’m OK! I live in Northfields. If a friend came I would take them on 

a tour of Leicester. I like home because you spend time with your family. At home I watch films, have 

sleepovers and play with my brothers and sisters.” 
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“Home’ means to me where I live. A place to chillax, my family, Greenlane Road, a place to play X Box, 

spending time with family. Playing makes me happy. Playing with family members at home. Going to 

Spinney Hill and Abbey Park…Uppingham Road, East Park Road, Spence Street.” 

“Home means family and friends. It’s fun at home because you can do anything you want. If a relative 

came to stay I would take them to the park and shops. When I’m going home I sometimes go to the park. 

Sometimes when I’m bored I like to play games outside or go on the computer.” 

“I live in Highfields, home is a place to relax, I like growing plants. Places to play outside and it’s near 

friends, shops, school and the library. “ 

“Near my home there are swings and I can play rounders.” 

“I live near Uppingham Road. I can do football training, there are shops, I go to the park. If a friend came 

I would show them places. I’d go to McDonalds and New Walk Museum.” 

“Home is where you live, a place to rest and spend time with family” 

“A place to watch movies” 

“Home is where I live in Wigston. There is a car wash nearby that I like. I can be with my family, play on 

Play Station, go to the park, play football and go to the cinema and watch videos.” 

“Home is where I live, being and playing with neighbours, it’s peaceful and relaxing. There’s a park, play 

area, I’ve got a massive garden and I like playing with my friends. I like being with my parents. I play 

computer games and I go to the mosque. I live in Evington. We have a petrol station, trampoline, swings, 

there’s a police station and I can go swimming. There’s a bakery. We could do with having a shelter.” 

“Home is where I sleep – I go to bed at 9pm. I would take a friend to ‘bluebell park’ – I go to the park and 

I play football and Play Station. We need more climbing frames.” 

“I live in St Matthews. I play sports and go to the Masjid. I like talking with my friends, being with my 

parents, playing PS3, playing football and sleeping. I watch TV and go shopping.” 

“I live in Eyres Monsell. I go to Hollywood Bowl, play on my phone and go to the park. I play on the 

swings and football too.” 

“Home is where there are lots of different houses and cars in Evington. I like watching movies and going 

on the computer and inviting friends to play. School. Our home is welcoming, I play football, Xbox, FIFA 

World Cup 2014! I go to the park. IPod and iPad.”  

“Home is where I live and can be with my parents. It’s where I sleep. I go to school, play and it’s in 

Highfields.” 

“It’s where I live and a safe place to stay. I cook and I go to the park…play football, on the swings and 

tennis.” 

“It’s a place for me to be with family, my house, we go on family outings.” 

“It’s where I live with my family, my shelter, a place where you feel safe…to be with friends and family. I 

live in New Parks. I like watching TV, playing and relaxing.” 
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“Home means your house and family outings, conversations and interacting with other people. Going to 

parks and being with friends. I live in Evington, There is a good school. I like playing on iPads.”  

“It’s my house, a place to play in the garden, meeting new people and watching TV. We have family 

outings.” 

“I live in Evington. I go to the mosque. Home is a place to keep busy, play on my PS3. I play football in 

the streets.” 

“Home is a place to sleep and a place to keep your things. You’re with the people you love. A safe place. 

If I took a friend out I would take them to the park, somewhere that’s fun and safe.” 

“I live in Highfields. Home is a place to live in and a place to meet each other. You won’t get lost where 

you live. There’s shops and a shelter. I play on consoles, grow plants, go to parks and watch movies.” 

“Home is a place that you stay with your family. I live at Glenfield. There’s a park and shops and tennis 

and another park where I can play football, skate and bike. I play Minecraft on the Xbox 360 but only if I 

have the time. I watch videos.” 

“I live on Uppingham Road. I like company and growing plants. If I had visitors I would take them to a 

place they know. I like staying with my family in Northfields and playing with them. I like to make loom 

bands.”  

“It’s a place where I eat, have shelter and make loom bands.” 

“My idea about home is to change the bad things like gangsters and ban drugs.” 

“I live in Highfields, it’s a place to rest and go to the park. A place to live with my family. I feel safe. It’s a 

place to talk and share what you have done. “ 

“It makes me feel that I am part of the family as well and that I have some rights. I live in Highfields – 

‘Home Sweet Home’. If a friend came I would take them to a restaurant or somewhere there is beautiful 

sights and peace.” 

‘Home makes me think of playing games” 

‘Uppingham Road – Northfields. Being with my family, talking and happiness, watch telly and play with 

family members.” 

“Home means helping other people” 

“Home means to me – cozy, fun, safe, happy, loving, playing on the laptop, playing with friends. If 

friends came from elsewhere I would take them to Evington Swimming Pool and I would take them to 

dinner in town.”  

“Home makes me think of my family – and it makes me think of getting together with my family. I like to 

go to the funfairs at Abbey Park. My grandma’s and my great grandma’s. It’s a place that’s relaxing and 

where we can stay together…home means ‘getting together’ for me. I go swimming and shopping with 

my aunty and play with my sister and my cousins.”  
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1.When asked what they liked or disliked about their home and home environment these were the 
responses:  
 
Like – 

Outdoors  

Playing outside. Playing out on the road. I like playing with my friend from across the road. I like going to 

the park. I like living near my friends. 

The fun of being able to ride a bike outside. 

Every summer I get to go and play in Spinney Hill Park 

I like living near the park and it’s very fun to go there (however the swings have been removed)  

I like the fact that there are lots of children where I live on my street so that we can all play together 

I like it when people stand up for me and play with me more. 

 

At Home 

Having lots of books to read at home. 

 

Watching TV 

Having a laptop or iPad (most children reported having one across the areas where they came from and 

across cultural diversities) 

Cooking, cooking pizza 

Would like someone to clean my room!  

Playing action or adventure style games or sports games (boys) – Sims (two girls) – Minecraft (girls and 

boys) 

YouTube, Playstation, Xbox 

An idea for a ‘Call of Leicester’ – action game based on Leicester.  

Playing with Lego and listening to music. 

General facilities, environment and quality of community 

I think Leicester is a good place to live because there are people from different places and cultures. 

I like my neighbour. There are lots of friendly people on my street 

I like being with my friends, lots of friends and being with neighbours. I like my neighbours, they are 

really kind and nice. 

We have one big community 
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Quiet but populated 

Because of the shops you can quickly get a bottle of milk extra or whatever you need, this can make life 

easier but there’s only a tennis court and nothing else so it’s pretty boring, luckily it isn’t noisy. 

I like the area I live in – it is friendly except from the brick incident!. (2 young people) 

Police, fire station and a hospital near my house 

I really like my area, we have a butchers and a bakery and it gives us a really nice feeling. 

We have lots of rubbish bins to keep the area tidy. 

It’s OK – calm and safe 

It’s really quiet but the people are really nice and friendly 

Lots of friendly people 

It’s quiet so it’s peaceful 

I like my community because there isn’t much rubbish although it could be better 

The road next to mine has lots of shops from options to cafes. 

My area is clean and sophisticated. 

My area is full of good people, it is clean and it is quiet.  

Very peaceful area. 

Local  Opportunities  

 

The activities and centres available. 

Lots of things to do 

Youth clubs 

Going to the library 

Being near a park and a tennis club and a cornershop. 

It’s very quiet. 

I like that I live near my friend. 

I like Leicester because they have great shopping centres 

Having a McDonalds works! I’m near a ball court 

Dislike 

General facilities, environment and quality of community  
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We should have a bus stop in a big shelter 

One thing I dislike is the bins 

A disadvantage of the peacefulness of my area is that not a lot happens. 

That we don’t do more to improve movement and mobility for older people. 

Improve = has to be more multi-cultural  

I don’t like Leicester because there are still robbers on the loose 

My neighbours making too much noise 

I dislike the amount of sound coming from the neighbours. People in my neighbourhood make a lot of 

noise. 

I dislike my street because they are noisy 

Being next to a main road 

I want to change people polluting the area. Leicester has a lot of litter and rubbish on the roads and 

paths. 

Places where gangsters hang out 

I don’t like the fact that people throw rubbish and draw graffiti on the walls – if they keep on doing it 

then our area will have a bad name. 

There isn’t peace around us – like every single day we get news about murders etc.  – to make our 

community better we need to stop!  

I don’t like the noise of cars and industry. I don’t like the noise from our local car works. 

Local  Opportunities  

Not near much. 

Not a lot of things to do or shops 

There’s nothing but shops and cafes except a tennis court and I don’t play tennis. 

At Home 

A scruffy back garden. 

Home Work 

Being bored, doing nothing. 

Cleaning my room 

Sitting there being bored staring at a blank screen 

Being bored, cleaning. 
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My mother and father always fighting over little things 

I don’t like it when people call me ‘mardy’ and horrible 

Outdoors 

A dislike of playing with people who I don’t like. 

Bullies 

Thurncourt Park don’t work! 

When my friend’s enemies are around 

 

2. When asked what their dreams (including more arts and cultural opportunities) and worse case 

scenarios might be they answered: 

Dreams – things they would like to be able to do or see change.  

General facilities, environment and quality of community 

Open up more local convenience stores and disability and clothes shops. 

To make my area more prettier, more grass, greenery and flowers and also more eco-friendly. 

To make all the houses one colour 

More bus stops 

A Burger King 

 

Create a better environment for older people to live in. 

Make it more like America 

More shops 

More sweet shops 

I would change things so that there were no robbers in my area 

My dream is that the sounds (where I live) would calm down.  

My dream is for people to be quiet. 

I wish for everyone to know each other and be friends. 

At Home 

Robots to clean their room. 

Self cleaning room 

Having no homework 
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Being able to eat whatever I want 

I would like to live right next to my friends so that I could go to their house when I want. 

A good sports TV 

 

Personal Development and Aspiration 

 

Being able to make more noise! 

I want to be a scientist (2 young people) 

I want to be mega famous 

I want to become a paramedic or a doctor or a vet and anything that will help people. 

My dream is to become a doctor so that I can treat people properly 

I want to be an Olympic sprinter or a cricket player. 

I would like to be a footballer or an athlete. 

I want to be a teacher. I want to be an Islamic teacher (girl) 

My dream is to cure and help people in need 

Become a bicycle riding champion  

Own a mansion.  

Become an author 

Become a professional footballer, win the lottery and have unlimited wishes.  

A professional footballer.  

Live in a mansion and have unlimited wishes.  

Become an astronaut (many young people said they had visited the Space Centre but a significant 

number said they hadn’t . Few had been to the Pumping Station – most knew of New Walk Museum. ) 

To get unlimited wishes 

Professional footballer.  

To become rich  

To be an artist.  

Whilst I’m young I want to take part in athletic competitions, when I’m older to be a professional 

footballer. 

Outdoors 
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I would like more parks and flower gardens that make historic sites. 

 

Local Opportunities 

More opportunities for art (sketching), guitar lessons and drama.  

Drama, art and drawing 

Drawing (three young people) , sketching and bubble writing  

Dance, drama and music opportunities, singing 

Being able to go to more museums 

Games character drawing workshops. 

Electronic games workshops focused on recent games 

Spray painting cars 

More fun things to do like a bowling alley or something 

Clay modelling 

My dream is to hold a festival every month. 

Have a library as close as possible, only a couple of roads away. 

3. When asked what they have in their area, at home or have access to from home already for 

entertainment, arts, play and culture or where would they take a friend who came to Leicester they 

replied:  

Local Opportunities – Indoor and Outdoor including at home: 

Swimming and to the Abbey funfair.  

To fun parks. I would take them to a restaurant in town so that they could try English food.  

I would like to take them to see the beautiful lights in town.  

Drawing, cooking, games, sports, drawing spaceships, football. 

If someone came to Leicester I’d take them to the sweet shop and I would give them a tour around 

Highfields.  

A ball park.  

Biking, swimming and painting.  

My bedroom.  

Sewing, learning different languages.  

Playing games, swimming, football, cricket, watching TV.  
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I would take them to Abbey Park because there is a volcano and there are deer there. (I think they may 

mean Bradgate or Charnwood Forest)  

I would take them to the hospital where I was born and take them to the fair and tell them about me.  

I would take them to town because we could have fun and go shopping.  

I’d like to take someone to Chilli Tonight restaurant and have dinner with them.  

To Go Kids Go 

I would take someone to a football and a cricket match.  

To a farm. 

To the zoo, the museum, the park and a shopping area.  

My room, garden, shops, town and ball court.  

I would take them to Spinney Hill Park.  

Stitching, arts and crafts, cooking and riding.  

Cooking, painting, swimming , drawing and football.  

Painting, design, drawing, making and creativity.  

Spinney Hill Park.  

Swimming, football, cricket and games.  

Football, swimming and meeting friends. 

Art, sketching and drawing.  

Donkey Park. (2 young people)  

iPad, Zumbathon, biking and colouring.  

Out to eat.  

Do drawing with them.  

I’d take them to Alton Towers or a football or cricket match.  

The Masjid. 

Playing at the ball court 

Reading books and going to the library  

My house 

Cooking, DS playing, Phone, TV 



` 

 

47 

  
  

  
 

Playing games on my phone, playing with pets, TV 

To St Matthews to play for a football team.  

The museum. but only for five minutes.  

The local car wash 

Go to a concert in Leicester.  

The Guildhall 

The Town Hall 

To London. (2 young people),The Tower of London, Madame Tussauds, The London Eye. 

The Old Shops. 

Looking at old books. 

Go to a concert in Leicester.  

The Town Hall  

World War II evacuees 

Anything about World War II and the Egyptians.  

Television 

To a castle or museum. 

Space Centre. 

Museum, New Walk. (2 young people)  

Ice Cream Museum 

Museum – it is very mysterious 

Dolphin Museum 

The park is good but inhabited by ‘noobish’(?) individuals 

History of football. 

I like to learn about different eras – World War II 

My favourite thing is about history is that it is really mysterious.  

I want to learn more about different things.  

Help me tidy my room 

Every Place  
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Art Museum  

I’d like to learn about family history, all my relatives.  

New Walk Museum 

Learn about amazing historic footballers, Pele, Roberto Carlos. 

Newarke Houses Museum 

Sports history 

Jewry Wall 

Astronomy 

Bradford to the museum for media and games 

General   

Somewhere where there is peace. 

Nothing (3 young people) 

I miss the old post office that somebody burnt down 

Fun 

Don’t know. (2 young people) 

Everything (2 young people) 

4. When asked what or who supports them or helps them to do things and access the things they want 

to do and what or who holds them back they said:  

Helps 

My dad helps me – he supports me and encourages me with my drawing 

Teachers help me improve my learning. My teacher. 

My family help me.  (2 young people) - Mum and Dad/parents. 

Being Happy 

Education 

My mum and family encourage me but also hold me back from bad things. My friends can be helpful too. 

Book club 

My parents push me in life 

My father.  

The Internet and my parents help me mostly 
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My own motivation 

My aunt lets me learn at home. 

My dad teaches me a lot and helps me learn new things and no one stops me in my family because it’s 

good to learn new things. 

My dad helps me. 

School (encouraged by teacher)  

My dad helps me learn new things. 

My dad lets me do things. 

My teachers help me. 

My sisters and brothers let me do things. 

My mum helps me do things. 

The Council 

My mum helps me do stuff. 

My mum helps me with homework. 

My parents help me do things. 

My family helps me to do something. 

Parents 

My grandma lets me do things  

The Council. 

Being at school.  

My friends, parents and the Council (teacher is crossed out – maybe because the teacher told the child 

to write it!)  

Doing more new things 

My mum encourages me 

My family 

Friends and teachers 

Teachers and God push you forward 

My mum allows me to go forward and do all of the things that I want to do and she encourages me  

My family and teachers help me (2 young people) 
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My parents and teachers help 

Hinders 

Having nowhere to play, not enough money.  

Laziness stops me. 

Adults push you back 

Adults hold me back 

Friends and siblings sometimes hold me back  

Some of my friends hold me back  

Me 

A particular individual holds me back (another young person). 

Not enough places to go. 

My friends hold me back. 

My other aunt doesn’t let me learn at home. 

My age (2 young people)  

Being banned from an area I want to go.  

My TV 

Everything 

Parents, my mum.  

Other things that I like to do.  

Not enough money (3 young people) 

My aunt stops me. 

Burglars in my house. 

My dad stops me. 

My brother holds me back. 

School 

My sister. (2 young people)  

My sister!!! 

Parents and my sister 
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My mother!!! 

Dosh (3 young people)  

Needing more stuff.  

My brother stops me doing things. 

Cleaning my room 

The telly because it distracts me  

My mother stops me from doing things. 

My parents stop me from doing things which are wrong. 

My mother doesn’t let me do things. 

Having a bad day 

My dad stops me. 

My brother stops me to do something. 

Money 

Annoying people 

Having training cancelled without me knowing. 

My parents (sometimes) and my brother 

Too many cars stop me. 

Not being able to make more stuff on the park.  

5. When asked what would be their big or current idea about how they could change where they live 

for the better – for themselves or others they said:  

 I don’t know. 

More art, more basic materials. 

I’d like to leave and become a marine. 

I’m more interested in things for my own age group. 

More opportunity to go out places. 

I would change bad people to good people. (3 young people)  

I would create more things to do 

Work for less crime 

Less dogs and their mess 
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A shop with high tech stuff 

A giant ‘Hobotel’ 

A youth group with activities 

A dog park and more convenience shops 

A library or an open space like a park and a cycle path 

Litter free 

Making the houses really big and my own house in that area 

I would make it a better society by putting up warnings. I would change where I live by adding a park and 

shops that have nearly everything. 

I would like to move to Oadby because I would like peace and quiet and so I can get a bigger house.  

To live in Russia. 

To have a soft play centre and a park.  

Have more opportunities for Cadets training. 

Tell them all to be quiet.  

Lots of bins and more police. The place should be more colourful and the hills should be smaller.  

Library, football goals, more clubs. (2 young people)  

The place should be more colourful and friendly.  

Swimming Pool and Football Clubs 

Clubs for football and cricket, art and karate, swimming and gymnastics.  

A park  

A club or clubs e.g. swimming 

A ‘friends house’ a place where all my friends could go 

A youth centre, more parks.  

Clean streets 

St Matthews – Diversity clubs. 

A better sofa and a telly. 

More money partly. More time with my parents. 

My own TV.  
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More entertainment, money and my own TV.  

I would tell the Council my ideas.  

Raise money.  

More factories. 

Make new laws.  

Ban gangsters. 

Raise money and make places prettier.  

I think it would be better if robots did everything.  

A football cage.  

Nothing. 

A football club and team.  

Nothing .  

6. When asked who they could get to help them make changes in their area or realize their dreams 

and what they could do themselves, the young people said: 

I would personally change all the people who have ignorance. 

I think we should have a Peoples’ Day 

It’s up to me to share my thoughts about what could help 

I would hang posters around my area to make sure people stay good.  

Put up signs and talk to people 

Talk to older people 

People create a blueprint 

Stop my smelly brother being a smelly brother!  

Work with a charity.  

I would work and try to be a pharmacist so that I will earn more money and buy a new house.  

By asking Medway School to open their park.  

I would try my best  

Talk to the Council and at home do my cleaning duty. 

Youth Council 

Use the car less to avoid pollution 

By putting warnings up where I live.  
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You can do it by building yourself up.  

I will talk to my mum and dad and ask them to speak for me.  

I want to be in sports so I have to train really hard.  

Keep training at my home.  

To bring people together so that they know each other.  

Train myself. 

Spend more time knowing neighbours, going to peoples houses. 

Having a council of residents and speaking to them. 

The Government 

Ask my mum to buy me more things. Create more creative things. 

Spend more time on summer holiday schemes. (2 young people)  

Get good grades in school.  

Getting more money and speaking to the Council.  

Your parents can help you.  

The Council and talk to the criminals.  

Buy more stuff for the garden. 

The Queen. (When asked how?) “By writing a letter to her” (2 young people) 

The Council and the Government 

Be more creative 

The Council or the landlords.  

Parents and teachers.  

The Government 

 By becoming rich. (2 young people)  

I don’t know. (2 young people)  

By becoming a billionaire.  

I want to become a pilot.  

Put a set of swings in my garden.  

PGL 
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Going to London, on the London Eye.  

The Government. 

My Mum and Dad.  

Teachers, family, friends, home area, school governor.  

Parents, Government, Queen’s personal assistant.  

The Prime Minister 

Queen Elizabeth II 

Lord Council 

Parents 

Council, friends, Government, Neighbourhood. 

The Queen, Obama, Lord Councillor.  

Prime Minister, Queen, Parents 

Friends, City Council. Parents, Queen, Prime Minister. 

Teachers or Parents, friends or anyone I know.  

The Prime Minister.  

The Government, my family 

I would get my dad to help me learn new things. 

I would get my dad to teach me new things because he knows a lot.  

I would get someone who has succeeded in life.  

I would get my mum and dad and brothers and sisters to help me.  

Dad and mum. 

My community 

I would try and raise awareness with the other children at the Quaker Meeting but not for things locally 

– more for people who are in worse conditions. 

Teachers 

Hippies 

I could write a letter to the Council and ask for other peoples opinions on the matter that I am trying to 

put forward. 

I would go to my mum for help and other people’s parents 
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Charity organisations 

I need city councillors and the entire community.  

My family or people I completely trust.  

The quiet people on my street. 

I can work with my friend Maisie.  

My cousins 

My family and friends.  

A coach and a professional player.  

My mother. 

Parents. My friends and family.  

Some of the children were asked to draw maps of where they lived – these are the things they 

included: 

Roads and road names. 

Schools 

Parks including Humberstone Park and Spinney Hill Park 

Post Office 

Neighbourhood Shops – sweet shop, general store, grocers, grill house, Billy’s Fish Bar, Best One, pizza 

shop and Bargain Busters 

Disabled Parking bays 

Their house and other houses in the street /Terraced and semi-detached housing/friends 

houses/relatives houses. 

Cars  

Park play equipment 

Jamiah Masjid (mosque) 

One child wrote in different parts of the map ‘murders’, ‘frustration’ and badness. He also wrote ‘A little 

of good people’. Another wrote Quiet and Peaceful either side of the word Library. 

One wrote – “I don’t like life in Leicester” on their map. They also drew a farm at the end of a road 

network and a large green area behind their house. 

Some children wrote explicitly what was good and bad in their lives: 

Good 
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Winning, playing, drawing, colouring, joining in. 

Taking part, swimming, football 

When you do something good. Winning. 

Joining in.  

Playing with friends and sports 

Winning  

Getting prizes. 

Art 

Making friends and winning. 

Football, cricket, swimming and taking part and winning. 

Bad 

Leaving my dad (split family) 

Getting left out.  

I don’t like people who are racist and call names. 

Bad smells 

I don’t like it when someone teases me/teasing and bullying, etc.  

When people boss me and make me do things I don’t want to do. 

Name calling 

Losing 

If it were in your power to work to change things how determined would you be? 

Very determined.  

Would depend on what I wanted to do 

Not very, my brother will kill me 

Not too determined but fairly… 

Very 

5/10 

I am very determined to make a difference if I had the chance. 

A lot because I want to live in a nice/good environment. 
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Very Determined 

A group of young people made a future map of what they would like to see in their area, this is what 

they included:  

Happiness 

Green gardens 

Arts and craft opportunities 

Opportunities to play snooker.  

A Youth Room 

Basket ball and football courts ( a number of young people) 

An exclusive place to keep posers out. 

Youth Club (a number of young people) 

Table tennis 

Cycle Paths 

A library with plenty of books 

Open places that are safe and where you can relax. 

No Crime 

Fun stuff to do with no bad people.  

A dog park 

New commercial building – a new shopping mall.  

A place for fun.  

Two groups shared their awareness of what they thought of as arts, cultural or heritage places where 

they could take other young visitors to the city, had visited themselves or valued in some way. This is 

the order in which they came up: 

Group 1. (Younger)  

Town  

New Walk Museum 

De Montfort Hall 

Curve Theatre 

National Space Centre 

Belgrave Hall 

Churches 
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St Barnabas Church 

Graveyards 

Libraries 

Merrydale Junior School 

St Barnabas School 

Schools in general 

Temples 

Mosques 

Gurdwaras 

Old Battlefields 

Synagogues 

Shopping Centres 

Bradgate Park  

Colleges 

Cinemas 

Dinosaur remains 

Group 2. (Older)  

Town – the cultural side of Leicester and to meet people. They felt proud of it.  

The Market – for buying stuff 

Town – Highcross 

Claire’s – for pink clothes 

Evington Park – or any park where you can BBQ 

Would tour them to show different parts of the city 

Meridian – Leisure facilities 

Arboretum 

Bradgate Park 

Depends on who they are – if they are from another country it would be good to make a big fuss. 

De Montfort Hall to watch a performance.  

Ferrari Garage. 
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Graveyards – because I wouldn’t want anyone to stay in Leicester 

King Power Stadium 

Space Centre 

Arcades 

The Peking Restaurant 
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Appendix F – Soft Touch Arts Notes 
 

Session 1 

 Be a buddy, not a bully 

 Never give up 

 Notice board 

 FLPS/ Sports in FLPS! – picture of football 

 Door – kindness is a key to a locked door 

 Shield with swan on 

 If you need help to find out more about something in school ask a member of staff. 

 Picture of a girl with keyboard/ screen – Google 

 Work harder 

 Rugby ball/ Kwik cricket/ skipping rope – if you need to get active try one of these. 

 ‘Look’ 

 ‘Use your brain’ 

 Friend – picture of fencer 

 Gelebelands Primary School logo 

 ‘If you need to learn more go to a museum’ 

 Picture of tree 

 Book of algebra/ EMC ² by Albert Einstein  

Session 2 

 Trees 

 ‘Be a loving person’ 

 Speech bubble/ pair of eyes 

 ‘Be a buddy, not a bully’ 

 Pupil kicking a football ‘look for information’ 

 Stokes Wood Primary School ‘What we do today matters tomorrow’ 

 Teacher – figure of – ‘Good morning boys and girls. This is what we are doing today’ 

 Enterprise Project – The Fair Traders – Fairtrade chocolate and banana cakes 

 Sparkenhoe Community Primary School – logo 1st (gold), 2nd (silver) and 3rd (bronze) medals 

 Head – speech bubble – look with your eyes 

 Countries – Japan/ Chile/ England/ Uruguay/ Brazil – World Cup 2014 

 Song notes 

 Cut out people holding hands 

 Kings Wood – zip wire/ climbing tower images 

Session 3 
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 Linden Primary School banner 

 Names of teachers 

 ‘We are the best – forgets the rest’ 

 ‘Make it count’ 

 Hand with ‘Be a buddy, not a bully’ 

 ‘Bullying is not good’ 

 Hand – with elastic band things 

 Football – ‘Football keeps you healthy’ ‘If you keep fit, you can have relation with footballers’ 

 Footstep – ‘dance’ 

 ‘Give it your best’ ‘Don’t give up’ ‘Keep on trying’ ‘Be a star’ 

 School Council 

 Art, PE 

 ‘Do lots of exercise, lots of running and drink lots of water, don’t eat too many sweets’ 

 ‘Raise money for charity and get other people to be active’ 

 Gymnastic – ‘Keep healthy and work as a team, ballet, exercise is fun, you get lots of different types 

of gymnastics, gymnastics keeps you healthy. 

 ‘Swimming is fun’, football ‘get active and you’ll live healthy’ 

 Figure with speech bubble 

 Book cover – The Day 

 Belgium vs USA – watch it with your friends today 

 Picture of tennis racket and hands – ‘keep fit every day’ ‘tennis keeps you fit all day long’ 

 Yr 4 – mini beast hunt – ‘Do you know worms, slugs and snails don’t have a skeleton 

 Picture of a pond with lily pads/ creatures – people together 

 Half moon 

Session 4 

 ‘Unity’ ‘Friends’ 

 ‘We get involved in activities by taking a look at the weekly notice board and because we are a Sports 

College we have a lot of activities that are offered to us before and after school as well as at lunch 

and break times, e.g. badminton, karate, football, basketball, table tennis, bench ball. We also have 

competitions with our forms. 

 Gold background with different coloured hands – ‘Diverse’ 

 Image of school 

 Zones 

 ‘We do something called an enquiry based learning project where there is a? and we have to answer 

it using websites on the ipad. WE are put in groups and together we discuss and come up with a 

presentation and a final conclusion and present it to the class. 

 Figure of a student - 

‘nervous/homesick/happy/lonely/nervous/confused/joyful/excited/anxious/sad/angry/cold/nerv-

ous’I am from another country and I am visiting my friend in England/ I have really mixed emotions at 

the moment’. 
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 Speech bubbles – ‘Help out with chores at home’  

 ‘What could you do to help?’ 

 ‘Listen to your parents and do something good’ 

 Figure of a person – by talking to others/listening to them/being friendly/ I go to a table tennis 

club/dancing/make posters/help out/help people with revision/read books/netball/go to the library 

/writing in class/I play games with my neighbours/sometimes I go to a museum/read the news/open 

door for someone/by talking to friends/you can hug them/play games/have discussions in the family. 

 What can you do to help people?  

 How do you learn? 

 Help out in your community 

 Equality 

 Determination 

 Speech bubble – Get active in school by playing sports, going to clubs, not staying inside all the time, 

not wasting PE lessons, socialising with other ‘Don’t take sports for GRANTED!’ 

 ‘Save yourself! Start sport now!’ 

 Picture of foot with trainer on – ‘You can do it’ 

 Picture of football 

 Picture of hand holding rugby ball 
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Appendix G – Big Mouth Forum Notes 
 

Connect and Activity 

Young People’s Comments: - 

Getting Places: 

Bus to town; know bus numbers 

Walk to school – with mum and sister 

I access football, sports clubs and athletics 

Get lifts in cars 

Bike 

Never been on bus – but would know how to and where to look for routes (e.g. use of internet) 

Speaking to Family: 

Keep in touch by visiting in person  

Don’t speak on phone as parents don’t allow it  would like to  

I am able to talk to my family a lot 

In person and social media, e.g Facetime and Snapchat 

I visit my grandparents every weekend 

I speak to my family everyday and I speak to the younger members of my family on social media 

Able to contact family further afield i.e. Malaysia  

Skype uncles and aunts 

Neighbours: 

Play with neighbours – knock and ask for each other 

Play at each other’s houses and outside 

I am to socialise with neighbours 

Talk to them 

Visiting Friends: 

Ring on the phone 
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Visit their house 

Go to activities (e.g. Goldhills) football hockey, tig, sometimes watch Leicester together, go to park, play 

on x box 

Meet them outside 

Meet them in town 

Once a week and go scouts together 

Sit and talk at lunch 

Clubs, art, computer, Chinese club, garden club, street dance club 

Text 

Go out together to cinema, shopping, bowling, tennis 

Twitter, bebo, myface and skype 

Birthday parties 

Phoning  

Sleepovers 

Classroom and during playtime 

Exercise: 

Football club on the weekend 

Walk to local shops 

Would like to see more youth clubs available to keep youth active 

P.E lessons at school 

Play in garden 

Stay active 

Walk to the bus everyday for school (there and back 10min walk) 

Tennis every Sunday and kayaking every Monday  

PE sessions – 2x weeks (1 hour long) 

Happy with the amount I am doing 

Trampoline 

Walking/ Rugby 

Play with family in park and garden i.e. football. Dad, siblings, friends 
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Evington park – teddy bears picnic with school 

Football Biking 

I like the beach and going to Skeggy 

Ride my bike and walk my dog 

I ride a skateboard 

Go to the park 

Bike riding in the back garden 

Skipping rope 

Experiences 

Young People’s Comments: -  

Highcross – shopping centre 

Like to go shopping, eating out 

I go with parents and friends to buy presents 

Don’t go much 

Like Nando’s and Millie’s cookies 

Space Centre: 

Went with friends and family 

Fun 

Favourite bit  teleport/stimulator 

Been 5 times happy to go again 

School trip, tested out different scents, which had never been done before 

Not been to space centre – seen it from the outside but would like to go 

I like interactive activities and would go again 

With family 

Interactive activities  

Would go again 

Not visited 

Been with school and enjoyed it 
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Simulator 

Liked it – I would go again 

I have forgotten what I like but been there and done that 

Those that haven’t been would like to go. 

Would like to see the space centre during the Big Weekend 

Liked the rocket 

Amazing, good 

Liked the kids club 

Interesting information 

Educational 

Some things inside are good but it can get boring 

Exciting 

Been with school, scouts and family 

Liked gift shop, spaceship, everything 

Some would like to go again but one not interested 

Terrified of heights 

A bit expensive 

Enjoyed the science and space experience 

Like the Space Centre but feel it needs new exhibition 

Bradgate Park: 

Nice 

Wildlife 

1-2 want to go again  

Fun 

Been there but not explored fully 

Some haven’t been 

Its good fun to walk 

Good place to sledge and see dears 
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Difficult to get to without a car 

Like seeing the wildlife and history of it 

Expensive to park 

Café near by 

Went there with a Duke of Edinburgh Award 

Can have guided tours 

Historical 

Old John: 

Not visited 

Would like to go again  

Liked the castle and there was a tudor that died there 

Likes the history of old john  

Boring 

Rusty and old 

Nice from the outside 

Some hadn’t heard of Bradgate Park and old john 

Went with family on bonfire night 

Been there and like it 

Go cycling and sledging  

Go occasionally  

Go monthly 

Windy 

Likes cycle path 

Need good walking shoes lots of walking 

Go a few times a year 

Tiring 

Boring  

Rusty old 
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Nice from outside 

Some of the young people hadn’t heard about or hadn’t been 

Abbey Park: 

Fed ducks 

Funfair – like rides 

Dazzling good place 

Petting zoo closed 

Like ruins 

Birthday parties 

Liked the beach set up at the park along time ago 

Likes Abbey Park because of the bridges  

A bit boring, just walked around 

Not heard of it before 

Bridge in Abbey park is quite boring but park relaxing at the same time 

Peaceful, nothing mega exciting 

Been with family, friends and scouts 

Like the ice cream van 

Maze 

Café 

Seeing the boats 

Like events – Olympic torch relay 

Lovely flowers 

Like model train 

Someone had an accident – on fun fair ride 

Plans for rugby training 

Like Abbey park and the pumping station because they are free 

Like 

Occasionally – visit a few times a year 
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Likes the fun fair 

Pretty 

 

Watermead Park: 

Not visited  

Not really familiar with it 

Some of the younger children haven’t been but would like to go on the elephant. Only a few of young 

people knew about the park 

Peaceful 

Some of the young people hadn’t heard of it 

Like Watermead Park mammoth and water 

Go there with family 

Fun 

Lakes  

Family 

Feeding ducks 

Goes kayaking 

Great – every week 

Been many times 

Like the scenery 

Historical Places 

Young People’s Comments: -  

I have not visited New Walk Museum but have not seen the dinosaurs 

Seen dinosaurs and Egyptian mummies 

I have been to a museum but don’t know which one 

I have not been to a museum and I am not interested 

I think I have seen the Clock Tower before 

Likes local park – has enough to do 
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Black Country museum is an old place in Britain 

Not sure how old De Montfort Hall is – guessing 139 years old 

Not sure how many shops are in the Highcross  3 visited 1 not - can usually find what needed  

Some would like to see Abbey Park painted in either brown or with different colours and butterflies  

Some of the young people felt they knew a lot about Leicester but learnt it through family and not 

school 

Some had learnt about it at home on an I pad and in class 

Some said they didn’t know much about Leicester  

Some of the young people said they could learn more about Leicester  

Some said they didn’t know enough about what is in Leicester 

Do not visit many places 

Some young people had been to the Richard the third exhibition  

TV, gaming prevents young people from going out to visit historical places 
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Appendix H – Social Media Notes 

Workshop 1 Workshop 2 Workshop 3 
Workshop 4 

(Primary Only) 

Local: 7 

Biggest Story in the 
media? 

Kent Street (x5) 

Fire in Wood Hill (x3) 

Richard III Body found 
(x3) 

Leicester City in 
Premier League (x2) 

What apps would you 
use to promote this 
story to your friends? 

News Broadcast (x2) 

News articles/e-articles 
(x3) 

Phone call to family 
(x5) 

Letter (x2) 

Whats app (x3) 

Snapchat 

BBM 

Social Media (x3) 

What is the most 
important story to 
you? 

Poverty across the 
world 

Facebook buying 
whatsapp 

Kent Street 

Suarez got banned (x2) 

How do you get your 
news? 

Local: 3 

Biggest Story in the 
media? 

Kent Street (x3) 

Leicester City in the 
Premier league (x3) 

Richard III (x3) 

Kasabian (x3) 

What apps would you 
use to promote this 
story to your friends? 

Twitter (x3) 

Facebook (x3) 

YouTube (x3) 

What is the most 
important story to 
you? 

Kent Street 

Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze Expedition 

How do you get your 
news? 

BBC News (x3) 

Twitter 

Newspapers (x2) 

Radio 

Regional: 3 

Biggest Story in the 
media? 

Its going to rain 
tomorrow (x3) 

What apps would you 
use to promote this 

Local: 4 

Biggest Story in the 
media? 

Kent Street (x4) 

Richard III (x4) 

Rape of two boys (x4) 

What apps would you 
use to promote this 
story to your friends? 

Instagram (x4) 

YouTube (x2) 

BBC News (x4) 

Facebook 

Twitter 

School (x3) 

Newspaper (x3) 

Posters (x2) 

Ads (x2) 

Test 

Phone calls 

Radio 

Websites (x2) 

Buses 

What is the most 
important story to 
you? 

Kent Street 

Rape of two boys (x3) 

How do you get your 
news? 

BBC News (x3) 

Local: 4 

Biggest Story in the 
media? 

The World Cup (x4) 

Richard III (x3) 

Kent Street 

What apps would you 
use to promote this 
story to your friends? 

Google mail 

Skype (x4) 

Vibe (x2) 

Whatsapp (x3) 

Kik 

Tango (x2) 

FaceTime (x3) 

Snapchat (x2) 

Facebook 

Twitter 

What is the most 
important story to 
you? 

Going to play outside 

Belgium vs USA 

Having a break fro 
school 

Having and extension 
done 

How do you get your 
news? 

Probably not (x4) 

National: 3 
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BBC News (x3) 

Newsround (x2) 

Sky Sports 

Good Morning Britain 

BBC Sports App (x2) 

TV 

Newspapers (x4) 

Regional: 4 

Biggest Story in the 
media? 

Snow dome closing 
down 

Retirement home built 
in Market Harbrough 

What apps would you 
use to promote this 
story to your friends? 

Skype 

Phone 

Facebook (x2) 

BBM (x2) 

Instagram (x2) 

Snapchat 

What is the most 
important story to 
you? 

Kent Street 

Madeleine McCann 

How do you get your 
news? 

Social Media 

BBC News 

Talk Sport 

Capital FM Radio 

Computer 

story to your friends? 

Facebook 

Skype 

Snapchat 

Weather Cast (x2) 

News 

TV (x2) 

Radio 

What is the most 
important story to 
you? 

Holland is through the 
to the World Cup 

England is out of the 
World Cup (x2) 

How do you get your 
news? 

Google 

TV 

Newspaper 

Magazines 

Radio 

News 

Family 

National: 3 

Biggest Story in the 
media? 

Scotland Independence 
(x3) 

Jimmy Saville (x3) 

Phone hacking (x3) 

England out of the 
World Cup 

What apps would you 
use to promote this 
story to your friends? 

Instagram (x2) 

Friends 

Family 

School 

Newspapers 

Regional: 5 

Biggest Story in the 
media? 

Leicester was beaten 

Madeline McCann (x2) 

Kasabian 

Jimmy Saville (x4) 

Rolf Harris 

Steven Sutton cancer 

What apps would you 
use to promote this 
story to your friends? 

Instagram (x3) 

Facebook (x5) 

Youtube (x2) 

Twitter (x4) 

Radio (x2) 

Ads (x2) 

Bus stops 

What is the most 
important story to 
you? 

Madeline McCann 

World Cup Results 

Somalian Civil War 

Going to De Montfort 
hall 

Man U not winning the 
premier league 

Liverpool not winning 

Biggest Story in the 
media? 

England out of the 
World Cup (x3) 

Gareth bale winning 
champions league (x2) 

Andy Murray going 
through (x2) 

Real Madrid interested 
in England boy Raheem 
Sterling 

What apps would you 
use to promote this 
story to your friends? 

Whatsapp 

Skype 

Phone call 

Youtube (x2) 

Facebook (x2) 

Viber 

What is the most 
important story to 
you? 

School going to 
tournament (x2) 

Getting in a football 
club 

How do you get your 
news? 

On watching World 
Cup (x2) 

International: 4 

Biggest Story in the 
media? 

World Cup (x4) 

Loom bands (x4) 

South Korea (x2) 

Having war 

What apps would you 
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National: 2 

Biggest Story in the 
media? 

Scottish Independence 
(x2) 

Kent Street (x2) 

What apps would you 
use to promote this 
story to your friends? 

Twitter (x2) 

Instagram 

Facebook (x2) 

Radio/Podcast 

 

What is the most 
important story to 
you? 

Andy Murray winning 
Wimbledon 

How do you get your 
news? 

Twitter 

News 

BBC News 

International: 3 

Biggest Story in the 
media? 

Suarze got banned (x3) 

What apps would you 
use to promote this 
story to your friends? 

Twitter (x3) 

Facebook (x3) 

Tumblr (x3) 

What is the most 
important story to 
you? 

Afghanistan children 

Twitter (x2) 

YouTube 

Newspaper (x3) 

Tumblr 

Instagram 

Talk to people 

What is the most 
important story to 
you? 

Malaysian airlines 
going missing 

So many people get 
abused 

Terrorists 

Starving young children 
in poorer countries 

How do you get your 
news? 

Tumblr 

Social Media 

BBC (x2) 

YouTube 

Whatsapp 

Talking 

International: 3 

Biggest Story in the 
media? 

World Cup (x3) 

Missing girls (x3) 

What apps would you 
use to promote this 
story to your friends? 

Twitter (x3) 

YouTube (x3) 

Instagram (x2) 

Whatsapp (x2) 

the premier league 

How do you get your 
news? 

Sky Sports 

BBC (x2) 

Parents 

Newspapers (x3) 

People 

TV 

Social Media 

National: 4 

Biggest Story in the 
media? 

England 

Scotland Independence 

Ireland 

Jimmy Savile 

What apps would you 
use to promote this 
story to your friends? 

YouTube (x2) 

Facebook (x2) 

Twitter (x2) 

Instagram 

Radio 

Newspaper 

What is the most 
important story to 
you? 

Putin threatening 
Ukraine (x2) 

Oscar the blade runner 
shooting his girlfriend 

How do you get your 
news? 

BBC Radio 1 (x2) 

use to promote this 
story to your friends? 

Snapchat 

Facetime (x2) 

Messages 

Kik 

MSN (x2) 

Instagram (x3) 

Text 

Phone 

Post 

Whatsapp 

What is the most 
important story to 
you? 

No mosque 

My cousins wedding 

My cousins birthday 

How do you get your 
news? 

Probably not 

BBC news 

ITV (x2) 

Channel 4 

Channel 5 

Radio (x2) 

BBC 1 (x2) 
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made to fight on the 
front line (x3) 

 

 

How do you get your 
news? 

Social Media (x2) 

School 

Family 

Radio (x2) 

 

Skype 

FaceTime 

Facebook 

 

What is the most 
important story to 
you? 

Wishes 4 kids charity 
CD launch 2014 

Kent Street 

Taking proper 
photographs and 
publishing then on my 
website 

How do you get your 
news? 

Family (x2) 

Capital FM 

Charity 

Newspapers 

Any Time 

Newspaper 

Rumours (x2) 

Ads 

BBC 

International: 2 

Biggest Story in the 
media? 

World Cup 

Girls kidnap 

USA won there match 

 

What apps would you 
use to promote this 
story to your friends? 

Phone call (x2) 

Text (x2) 

Messages 

Instagram 

Facebook 

Snapchat 

Twitter 

Radio 

Skype 

Facetime 

Ok hello 

YouTube 

Newspaper 

Bus stops 

Moblie 

Ads 

Citizenseye 

What is the most 
important story to 
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you? 

Germany got into the 
quarterfinals in World 
Cup 

Girls got kidnapped 

Jimmy Saville 

 

How do you get your 
news? 

Newspaper (x2) 

Magazines (x2) 

TV 

Radio 

Phone 

Friends 

Family 

W.O.M. 

Rumours 

Notice Boards 
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Feedback – Out and About 

What I liked What could be improved 
Paper aeroplane activity Describing how we connect with others 

Chatterboxes and answering 
questions 

Organisation and knowledge of activities 

Quite interesting discussions More organised and more interesting 

Talking about things we do in 
Leicester 

Felt a bit too much for primary school  kids 

Paper aeroplane activity More aimed to interest secondary school 

Gave me a chance to talk and 
connect with others 

Could have been more upbeat 

The paper planes - fun and 
interactive 

More group discussions 

The chatterbox ideas 
If we could hear everything, was more organised and leaders more 
confident 

It was quite interactive It didn't really get a point across 

It was fun and interactive It didn't have a full topic 

The helpers and small group 
activities 

More thought provoking discussions 

Paper aeroplane activity   

The tennis balls Could have been faster 

Creative writing Writing more 

Passing the ball/last thing Nothing 

Creative writing Make it longer 

Creative writing Longer 

Creative writing Longer 

The ball game Teachers join in 

Sharing things about myself Make it shorter 

Writing the words car wash faster 

Best activity ever Nothing 

Activities were fun and I liked 
moving around 

More time 

We had to move around More contribution 

It was very interactive and we 
moved around 

Nothing 

The movement and interacting More contribution 

Moving around constantly Quick thinking can be difficult 

Writing the words to make the 
poem 

Nothing 

It was interactive Less writing 

A lot of movement Less fast writing 
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Walking around the room Less writing 

The last activity Less writing 

Very interactive with discussion It was pretty good, maybe longer discussion 

Random and involving It was very good anyway 

Had to write all of the time Nothing 

The aeroplane Nothing 

All of them Music 

Chatter box Throwing the planes 

Playing noughts and crosses Making planes 

When we threw the planes Nothing 

Paper aeroplanes Nothing 

Taking the chatterboxes Nothing 

The aeroplane Nothing 

Paper aeroplanes Material 
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Feedback – Social Media 

What I liked What could be improved 
The group work Nothing 

Builds awareness of news and media More talking 

It was fun The conversation 

I learned a lot about media A bit more active 

Finding out about different medias More conversation 

All of it Nothing 

John Coster was funny Less writing 

John Coster was funny Less writing 

I didn’t find it as boring as I expected Less writing because my hand now hurts 

John Coster was funny Nothing 

It was good and funny Nothing 

About social media and apps - I’m interested in 
them 

Longer discussion on certain topics 

Topic was something I am interested in Longer discussion on social media 

Talkingg about relevant things Having examples of apps to see 

Interaction, whole workshop Nothing 

I liked the workshop on the whole, interesting 
how people use social media to get the news 

Nothing 

All of it but especially the four category activity Nothing it was interesting and informative 

The naming of social media Nothing 

Interesting, I could relate to the topic Nothing 

Looking at things differently and learning some 
truths behind the media 

The way of communication 

Discussion about the media 
Could have looked at different websites and 
interacted with them 

Interesting perspective 
Was very research-based - could have expanded 
more 

Write the most important story for you More interactive 

Interactive good discussion Movement maybe 

John Coster 
 

We were in groups which was fun Possibly more interactive 

Making the list of social media More questions 

John Coster 
 

Sharing news Nothing 

Teacher Nothing 

All of it Nothing 

I learnt something new Have some discussion and not just talk 
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Talking Less writing 

Interaction Less chit chat 

The conversation 
 

We learned more about apps Has to be more physical based 

All of the facts and info More communication activities 

Interaction from John Not active 

Interactive Nothing 

How fun it was Do more and get more time 

Learning about messaging A bit full on 

Talking Lively 

It was interesting To be more practical 

The person who did the workshop was the best Nothing 

Learning about social media Nothing 

Fun to think about Nothing 

John Coster was hyper More loom bands 

What we did and the man who ran it Nothing 

Everything Nothing 

The writing Nothing 

Writing about social media Nothing 

John Coster was very funny Nothing 

I liked John Coster Nothing 

I liked John Coster Nothing 
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Feedback – Home 
 

What I liked What could be improved 
Talking Talker 

Writing Nothing 

Talking Nothing 

Thing about your house Nothing 

When Mu-Hamid wrote down the words Nothing 

Sitting on the carpet thinking about home Nothing 

Mu-Hamid helped us with everything Nothing 

Nothing Fun 

All about my house Nothing 

Writing all of the info Nothing 

Writing down ideas on post-its Writing on the long piece of paper 

Writing down and seeing other peoples 
thoughts 

Nothing 

Giving your opinions Rather work as a smaller group 

Having a laugh Not a lot of talking 

Giving my ideas Doing it in a smaller group 

About the history Nothing 

Writing on the post-its Teachers join in 

Giving me ideas Longer 

The explanation of the tasks Nothing 

Reality situations like house on fire More individual work 

We discussed options Less writing, more conversation 

It made me think Nothing 

The helpers - they were kind More individual work 

Lots of interaction and continuously doing 
something 

More clear explanations 

The fireman thing Nothing 

It was reallyy funny It was awkward at times 

It was quite verbally active Better task explanation 

When we had to take something from each 
room 

A little boring, less writing 

What we would take from our house if there 
was a fire 

Boring, less writing 

Share our own ideas and experience Weren’t split up as genders 

Thinking about my area and sharing ideas Stay together and not split into genders 

We got to talk about things Not be separated from the boys 

Choosing what to take from house if on fire Less writing 
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Some of the activities were interesting and 
fun 

Could have been more active 

Writing Nothing 

The end bit and thinking of a gift for 
someone 

Nothing 

When we thought of the gift Nothing 

The present for someone leaving I liked it all 

Thinking thing around Leicester More writing about presents 

Writing Make it more interesting and not just about relatives 

Telling ideas Nothing 

Picking the object in my house Nothing 

I liked writing the  different places Nothing 

When we named what items we like Nothing 

Everything Give more facts 

When we named what items we liked Nothing 

Thinking of what their present would be like Nothing 

When you close your eyes and pick 3 items Nothing 

When we wrote on post-its Imagining things about our homes 

Humour Nothing 

When we wrote on post-its Imagining 

Humour Writing the answers 

Writing down where I lived Nothing was bad 

Thinking about education Nothing 

Everything Nothing 

Everything Nothing 

I loved it Nothing 

Thinking about education More water 

All the activities Nothing 

Imagining things Include everyone 

Writing what we learned from home Writing more stuff 

The map It was all good 

Communication Nothing 

Improvements to the city Instructor 

Think about things I don’t do normally Have a discussion 

Drawing More to do 

Interaction Nothing 

Drawing  Conversation 

Learned more about Leicester  Very boring 

Interactive More talking 

When we drew on the map More activities 

All of it 
All the people from Crown Hills were being really 
annoying 
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It was fun Quite quiet 

Drawing More drawing 

Creativity More physical 
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Feedback – School & College 

What I liked What could be improved 

The bracelet and the balls Harder 

Flashcards Nothing 

The icebreaker was fun and we won Tables closer together so we could hear each other 

We got loom bands A bit more open area 

The flashcard game Could have been a buzzer for flashcard game 

The flashcard game Could have been a buzzer for flashcard game 

It was about different countries More sporty and harder 

Guessing the flashcards Nothing 

We got to talk out loud and we got a 
prize 

More active 

Fun Tables closer together so we could hear each other 

Guessing things Nothing 

Learning different countries The prizes 

I liked naming flags and clothes Nothing 

Winning The prizes 

Trying hard   

Everything Nothing 

I loved the bit when we got the loom 
bands 

Food hard to name 

It was fair Nothing 

Winning Nothing 

The pow and zap game Could have said the things instead of writing 

Everything Nothing 

Answering & zap and pow game Nothing 

Nothing They could have been stuck on the wall 

The pow and zap game Saying things rather than using post-its 

The pow and zap game Nothing 

There are prizes Nothing 

Drawing Nothing 

Doing fun games Nothing 

Winning More loom bands 

Drawing the flag Nothing 

The guessing game Nothing 

When they gave us loom bands Nothing 
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Winning loom bands Nothing 

All of it Nothing 

Nothing Fun 

Answering Drawing 

Making everything Nothing 

Making the art Nothing 

Making all the pictures More space to do it on 

Designing our teacher and drawing Nothing 

Loved it all Nothing 

Drawing Longer 

Everything Nothing 

Everything Nothing 

All the art work Nothing 

Flash card game 
Going into more depth about how we learn more about other 
cultures 

Zap and beep flashcard game Making the in and out of  school activity more interesting 

The competitive games More information 

This was all fun 
I don't think all of it  applied to schools (e.g. clothes, food, 
countries) 

Zap and beep flashcard game 
I wasn't sure of the aim of the workshop I could have learnt 
more 

Really fun very interactive It was a really good idea 

Really enjoyed it Very good overall 

Competitive games Less post-it notes 

Very varied activities   

Very interactive and fun to learn new 
cultures 

Do games that include the cultures 

All of the activities Nothing 

Cool games   
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Feedback – Leisure & Transport 
 

What I liked What could be improved 

The football bit and talking to different 
people 

Nothing 

I enjoyed making the restaurant cover The activity about transport to places could have been better 

We had to work with people we didn’t 
know 

Nothing 

Drawing the poster about restaurants Longer 

The poster about the restaurants More organised 

Drawing food from restaurants More organised 

That you could make your own meme They did great 

Doing the logo Everything was awesome 

Doing the logo Nothing 

Making the poster Lots of chat less doing 

Creating the menu Nothing 

Thinking about transport Nothing 

Designing the shop No footy talk 

The football lesson Nothing 

Thee banner Bigger picture 

When we designeed our own poster Nothing 

When we made the menu Nothing 

We got to colour Need to know  what the pictures mean 

The pizza to make Bigger picture 

Really fun when we had to do the 
poster 

Bigger picture 

Making up my top Including an octopus in menu 

Making the menu Including an octopus in menu 

I like designing a menu Nothing could have been better 

Making the menu Nothing 

Designing  banner Naming countries 

Naming foods Bigger and clearer picture 

Designing the poster Bigger pictures 

The drama activity and restaurant 
design 

The map  activity 

The drama activity and restaurant 
design 

The map  activity 

The drama activity and restaurant 
design 

Explanations could have been better 

The tasks The  organisation 
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It was funny It wasn't very relevant I didn't learn much 

Drama! Yay! Go wildcats! Much more 
intimate better activities 

More drama! 

Drama play More interactive 

The restaurant and drama Map activity 

It was creative   

Very interactive and fun   

Drama and banner design The introduction 

Drama   

The game at the end Nothing 

Drama and games Explain better 

The drama The flag activity 

The drama and game Nothing 

Games at the end More role play time 

The games at the end More time to practice drama 

Playing the games Nothing 

The drama was funny Nothing 

The bus Could have been better prepared 

Drama and games Don’t know 

Sticking post-it notes on the map The bus scene 

The game and discussion Stop chewing and be more involved. Unorganised 

Game splat Stop chewing and encourage students more 

Splat Stop chewing and encourage students more 
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Feedback – Places/ things 
 

What I liked What could be improved 

I really liked decorating it and it was very fun Nothing 

Drawing patterns on my cube Nothing 

Making the box Wanted longer 

Making the box More help 

I really liked colouring it Nothing 

I loved the bit when we had to decorate our boxes More time 

Colouring Nothing 

Designing Nothing 

Making a cube More time 

I liked the drawing Nothing 

Decorating More time 

The part where we made the shapes Too cramped 

Decorating the box Nothing 

Decorating Nothing 

It was very fun and creative More space 

Colouring Nothing 

Building a park Nothing 

Doing a rocket on the big map Making a box 

Make a box Draw on the big map 

Making the shapes Nothing 

Sticking the cardboard box Nothing 

Making a pyramid and colouring Tiny bit more fun 

All of it Nothing 

Nothing Have fun 

Drawing and colouring Cutting 

Drawing Nothing 

Everything Nothing 

Everything Nothing 

It was the most creative workshop, it was my 
favourite Nothing 

I liked using the paints Nothing 

Designing the cubes Nothing 

Everything Nothing 

Colouring Nothing 

All of it Nothing 

All of it Nothing 

Making boxes Nothing 

Drawing the outlines of the roads Nothing 
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Making our school Nothing 

Designing the map Nothing 

Liked all of it Nothing 

Making my tesco Nothing 

Finding my house on a map Nothing 

Helping out The internet 

Adding my car wash Nothing 
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Feedback – The day overall 
 

  

What did you think of De Montfort Hall? 


