
Leicester
local authority profile 2023

Leicester’s population at the 2021 
census was 368,581. 

The city’s population is one of the 
fastest growing in England, and
increased by 11.8% since 2011.

Leicester is a young city with a 
median age of 33 compared to 40 for 
England.

Leicester has a large 20-24 year old
population due to students attending 
the city’s two universities.
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Leicester is an upper tier local authority in the East Midlands region. The city is 
bordered on all sides by lower tier local authorities which make up the county of 
Leicestershire.

Census 2021

Leicester and neighbouring 
local authorities, 2023



Leicester is one of the most diverse 
cities in England, and is considerably 
more diverse than neighbouring 
Leicestershire and nearby Rutland. 

43% of Leicester’s population is Asian, of 
whom the majority are of Indian 
heritage. Leicester also has large Eastern 
European (Polish, Romanian), Black 
African (Somali, Nigerian), and 
Caribbean populations.

41% of Leicester residents were born 
outside of the United Kingdom.
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30% of Leicester residents (age 3+) do 
not speak English as their main language. 
South Asian languages such as Gujarati 
and Panjabi, as well as Eastern European 
languages such as Polish and Romanian 
are the most commonly spoken non-
English languages. 32,000 (9%) Leicester 
residents say they do not speak English 
well or at all.

Census 2021

Christianity is the largest religion in 
Leicester with a quarter of residents 
identifying as Christians. Islam is the 
second largest religion in the city, 
followed by Hinduism. The city is also 
home to one of England’s largest Sikh 
communities.

Ethnicity, language, 
and religion



Veterans
4,630 Leicester residents have previously served in the UK 
armed forces. This is around 1.6% of Leicester’s 16+ population, 
compared to 3.8% for England overall. Leicester City Council 
works closely with partners to support the local armed forces 
community in line with the Armed Forces Covenant. 

Education
Around 55,000 children attend 
primary or secondary school in 
Leicester. 

More than 40,000 students are 
enrolled at the city’s two 
universities, the University of 
Leicester and De Montfort 
University.
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Household tenureHouseholds
There are 127,389 
households in Leicester. 
29,495 households rent 
from the social sector, of 
which 18,748 rent from the 
council.

Census 2021; School census, Year R-11 summer 2022; Department for Education, 2023; *Includes only students age 16-18 who live in 
Leicester. Leicester colleges serve significantly more students 18+ and from outside of the city.; Higher Education Statistics Authority, 
2022; Office for National Statistics, Modelled unemployment estimates, 2023

School type/phase Number Pupils/students

Primary
mainstream 83 33,093

Secondary 
mainstream 21 21,421 

Special 7 1,029

Independent 13 2,180 

16+/colleges 4 8,112*

Universities 2 43,605 

Employment
Leicester has a lower labour 
force participation rate and 
higher unemployment rate 
than England. 

Education, employment, 
households, and veterans
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Unemployment rate



Onward journeys
Leicester City Council website
Leicester Open Data
Leicester Census 2021 data
NOMIS area profile

Leicester was the 32nd

most deprived of 317 
local authority district 
areas based on the Indices 
of Multiple Deprivation 
2019, and is significantly 
more deprived than 
surrounding areas. Eyres
Monsell, Saffron,  
Braunstone, New Parks, 
and Beaumont Leys are 
the most deprived areas 
within the city, and are 
among of the most 
deprived nationally.

Deprivation in 
Leicester and 
surrounding 
areas

Leicester and the surrounding area 
are served by three main hospitals: 
Glenfield Hospital, Leicester General 
Hospital, and the Leicester Royal 
Infirmary, which houses the accident 
and emergency department.

As well as providing and maintaining 
services across the city including 
youth and community centres, 
libraries, parks and green spaces, and 
sports and leisure centres, the council 
works in partnership with a large 
voluntary and community sector.

Deprivation

Green space and sports facilities

Sports and leisure centres 10

Parks and gardens 52

Ballcourts 26

Play areas 184

Allotment sites 43

Community

Libraries 17

Community centres 14

Youth centres 5

Food banks 22

Places of worship 254

Health

GP practice/Health centres 69

Pharmacies 85

Hospitals 3

Assets

Department for Communities and Local Government, Index of Multiple Deprivation 2019; Leicester City Council; Leicester Open Data

https://www.leicester.gov.uk/
https://data.leicester.gov.uk/pages/home/
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157130/report.aspx?town=leicester


Office of Health Inequalities and Disparities, Public Health Outcomes Framework, 2023

Health profile
The chart below shows how the health of Leicester residents 
compares to England. Health behaviours and outcomes are typically 
worse in the city than England due to high levels of deprivation.
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